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I mrs work has already appeared 
in Spaniſh and in French, and met 
with a moſt flattering reception. It 
is now preſented to the public in 
Engliſh, and delice ts ſuch as 
are unacquainted with the other 
languages. To extend the circle of 


thoſe 


1 


thoſe who may reap either profit or 


amuſement from this excellent pro- 


duction, is the only object; and 


with ſuch a view, the tranſlator 


hopes, at leaſt, to meet with in- 


dulgence. 


PREFACE. 


PERMTr the Editor to ſay a few 
words on the ſubject of this book. 
It is not, according to cuſtom, a 
theft from another, but the mere 
dream of a night, written by the 
author in one day, for his own 
amuſement ; and not without ſome 
view to the edification of his con- 
temporaries ; for it is very moral, 
The ſtyle is rapid, and free from the 


Wit- 


1 
witticiſms of the times. No me- 
taphy ſics no ſcience and only a 
little zeſt of the impieties and ex- 
travagancies of modern philoſo- 
phers juſt enough not to offend the 
preſent taſte, and that 1s all. 


The author ſeems to think that a 
man, whoſe head 1s turned with love, 
deſerves much pity. But that when 
a pretty woman is in love with him, 
careſſes him, beſieges him, and de- 
termines to ſeduce him, it is all over 


with him—it is the Devil. 


Many a Frenchman, without 


bragging of it, has made his invoca- 
tions 


(„ 
tions in grottos, and has found vile 
wretches ready to have ſaid, „what 
would you have?” and upon the 
anſwer, a little animal of thirteen or 
fourteen has appeared, that they 
thought captivating, and led away 
to baths—fine clothes—the faſhions— 
the poliſh of maſters of all forts— 
wealth — contracts — fine houſes— 
every thing flies before them. The 
animal becomes maſter, the maſter 
animal—and if you aſk me, why is 
all this? I anſwer that the French, 
are not Spaniards—that the Devil 


is very malign, and not always as ugly *. 


as they ſay he is. — 
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THE 


DEVIL IN LOVE. © _ 


Ar five and twenty I was a Captain 
of the Guards in the ſervice of the King 
of Naples, and lived in gay ſociety with 
my brother officers, that is women, je | I 
play, and wine | divided our hours, as“ | 
long as the purſe laſted, and when 

that failed, we philoſophized at our 

quarters. 
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One evening, after having exhauſted 


ourſelves in reaſonings of all ſorts, over 
a ſmall pittance of Cyprus wine, and 


a few dried cheſnuts, the diſcourſe 
turned upon necromancy. One amongſt 
us maintained that it was real, and its 
operations certain; four of the youngeſt 


aſſerted it way a maſs of abſurdity, a 


ſource of chicanery, which could only 
impoſe upon credulous people and chil- 
dren. The eldeſt of the party ſmoked 


his pipe with an air diſtrait, without 


ſpeaking a word. His ſans ſouci and 
his abſence ſurpriſed me, ſurrounded as 


de was by the tumult of diſcordant 


opinions, and prevented me alſo from 
taking any part in the diſcourſe, which 
indeed was too vague to be intereſting 
to me. | | 


7- & | a We 


E 
We were in the ſmokers apartment; 
the night being far advanced, all the 
company had taken leave but , myſelf. 
The ancient captain, with the ſame de- 
gree of phlegm, continuing to ſmoke his 
pipe, I waited impatiently, with my 
. elbows upon the table, for him to break 
ſilence, wiſhing to learn his opinion 
upon the ſubject which had been dif. 
cuſſing. At length my wiſh was gra- 
tified. | 


« Young man,” ſays he, * you have 
heard a great deal of noiſe ; why did 
you not join in it ?” « Becauſe,” ſaid I, 
“ had rather hold my tongue, than ap- 
prove or diſapprove what I do not un- 
derſtand. I even do not know the 
meaning of the word necromancy. .. 

=— « It 


1 
„It has a great many ſignifications,” 
fays he, © but that is not the point in 
queſtion: it is the thing itſelf. Do you 
think there is a ſcience that teaches us 
to transform metals, and to ſubjett ſpirits 


to our obedience ?”* 


« I know nothing of ſpirits, not 
even of my own, more than that 1 feel 
my cxiſtence ; and as to metals, I know 
the value of a guinea at play, or at a 
tavern, &c. but think not about af- 
firming or denying the eſſence of either 
one or the other, nor about the modi- 
fications and impreſſions of which they 
are ſuſceptible.” 


« I like your ignorance, my young 
comrade, it is preferable to the fancied 
know- 


465 


knowledge of your companions. If you 


are not informed, you are capable of be- 


ing ſo: the candour of your nature, the 
frankneſs of your character, and the rec- 
titude of your mind, pleaſes me. L 
know a little more than , the generality 
of men: ſwear by your honor an in- 
violable ſecreey, and that you will con- 
duct yourſelf with prudence, and I will 


be your inſtructor.” 

* This offer, my dear Soberano, de- 
lights me: curioſity is my predominant 
inclination; yet I will honeſtly own it 
is very little raiſed by common points 
of information, which are too bounded 
to gratify my thirſt of knowledge; 
already has my fancy been roaming 
towards that exalted ſphere into which 
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you purpoſe to initiate me. But what 

is the firſt ſtep in the ſcience in which 
you are to inſtruct me ; for, by what our 
companions advanced, it is the ſpirits 
themſelves who are to teach us. Can we 
ally ourſelves to them?” 


« You liave conjectured right, Alvarez 
we can comprehend nothing of our- - 
ſelves, and as to the poſſibility of alli. 
ance with them, I will give you an un- 
deniable proof.” As he repeated theſe 
words he finiſhed his pipe, and ſtriking 
it three times, to ſhake out the aſhes that 
remained at the bottom, he laid it upon 
the table cloſe by me; then raiſing his 
voice, Calderon,“ ſays he, © go and 
'# Ml my Pipe, light it, and bring it to 
me.“ 


He 


1 
He had ſcarcely given the order when 
the pipe diſappeared, and before I could 
reaſon upon it, or aſk who that Calde- 
ron was to whom he iſſued theſe com- 
mands, the pipe was returned lighted, 
and my friend reſumed his occupation. 


He continued it ſome time, leſs I be- 
lieve to enjoy the tobacco, than my ſur- 
priſe. Then riſing, he ſaid, © I mount 
guard to-morrow, therefore muſt have 
ſome reſt; go you alſo to bed, be diſ- 
creet, and we will ſoon meet again.” 
I retired full of curioſity, and burning 


with impatiqpce, about theſe ſuperna- 
tural objeas which Soberano was to 
explain and enlarge upon. 


I ſaw him the next day and the hl 


* 


lowing ones. I had no other paſſion; 
B 4 I bee. 
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I became his ſhadow. I afked him a 
thouſand queſtions ; he evaded ſome, and 
replied to others, in the ſtyle of an ora- 
cle.” At length I preſſed him upon the 
article of natural religion. We entered 
into ſome detail upon the ſubject, and 
his deciſions agreed more with my de- 
ſires than my principles: but as I was 
determined to adhere to the point 1 
aimed at, I would not thwart him. 
'® You then command ſpirits; I will 
have communication with them too.“ 
% You are haſty, my companion, you 
have not yet fulfilled any of the condi- 
tions under which you cen enter into 
theſe ſublime myſteries.” Does it re- 
quire much time for that ?” „Perhaps 
two years.. © Oh, then I abandon it: I 
ſhould die with impatience in the interim: 
: oat you 
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you are too cruel, Soberano ; you cannot 
conceive the ardour you have' raiſed in 
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me. I am in an agony to 


« Young man, I thought you had more 
diſcretion ; you make me tremble for us 
both. What! would you expoſe your- 
ſelf to the danger of invoking fpirits 
4 without any preparations for it.“ * And 


1 | what would happen to me if I didi?P 
4 l do not abſolutely ſay any.thing would 
3 happen to you; they have no other 


power over us, than what we give them 
by our puſillanimity, for in reality' we 
are born to command them.“ Then 4 
I will command them.” 7 | 
* You talk intrepidly; but ſhould you 
loſe your recollection, and be diſconcert- 
B 5 ed 


. 


C130.) 

ed to a certain point. Oh! if it de- 
pends only upon my courage, I defy 
them to ſhake that.“ What! nat if 
you ſaw the Devil?” „I would pull the 
ears of the great Devil of Hell.” 


« Bravo! if you are ſo ſure of your- 


ſelf, you may run the riſque, I'Il pro- 


miſe you my aſſiſtance dine with me on 
Friday; you ſhall meet two of my friends, 
when your reſolution ſhall be put to the 
—_— 7 at: 


It was only Tueſday—never was a ren- 
dez vous more eagerly wiſhed for. At 
laſt the time came; I found with my 
friend two men, whoſe phyſiognomy did 
not prejudice me in their favor. At 
dinner, the converſation turned upon 
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4 
indifferent things; after which, a walk 
was propoſed towards the ruins of Por- 
tici. Thoſe beautiful remains of ancient 
grandeur, now broken, mouldered, and 


covered over with ivy, ſtruck my mind 


with uncommon and ſolemn ideas 
« There,” I exclaimed, © we may ob- 
ſerve the powers of time over the 


| works of pride, and the induſtry of 


man.“ I ſtill advancing, we came into 
the midſt of the ruins, paſſing on over 
rugged ſtones till we arrived at a nar- 


row paſſage, which led to a part where 


not a ray of light penetrated. My old 
comrade was leading me by the arm; 
we both ſtopped, when one of them 
having lighted a torch, it diſcovered- a 
vault of about twenty-five feet ſquare, im 
tolerable preſervation, having four open- 
ings. We kept a profound ſilence. 
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Ct an 3 
My friend, with the cane which ſerved 
him in walking, traced a circle round 
him in the ſand, and writiag ſome cha- 
racters, quitted it. Go in, my hero,” 
faid he, *#nd do not leave it without 
ſome good token.” © Explain yourſelf,” 


ſaid I, at what token ſhould I leave 
it?” © When you have ſubjected all the 


ſpirits to your command ; but before 


that time, if you are ſeized by any panic 


that may occaſion you to commit an 


error, you will be in the moſt extreme 


peril.” He then gave me a form of in- 
vocation, ſhort, forcible, and mixed 
with ſome words which I ſhall never 
forget. « Repeat,” ſays he, this con- 
juration with firmneſs, and call diſ- 
tinctly, three times, Beelzebub; but above 
all, remember what you promiſed to do.” 
fs | Ire. 


( 13 ) 
I recollected I had boaſted I would pull 
his ears—“ I will keep my word, ſaid 
I, not being willing to ſhrink | from 


It, 


« We wiſh you good ſucceſs,” re- 
plied Soberano, «© when you have done, 
you'll inform us. Vou are oppoſite the 
door through which you may rejoin 
us.“ They then retired. | 


#4 


Never was braggard more diſtreſſed 


than I was at this critical moment. 1 


was at the point of calling them back; 
but ſhame deterred *me ; nor. could I 


abandon my hopes. I therefore ſum- 
moned all the reſolution I was maſter 
of, and held counſel with myſelf _ 
They mean, perhaps, to frighten -m& 
FN 5 and 


and prove me a boaſter,” ſaid I, © they 


(=. 
* 4 . 


a 


are near; and at the concluſion of the in- 
vocation, I may expect they will at- 
tempt to terrify me; but courage and 
raillery may be turned * theſe 
conſpirers.”” 


My deliberations were ſhort, and in- 
terrupted by the owls and bats which 
inhabited theſe dreary regions, and even 
the cavern itſelf. A little reaſſured, 


however, by my reflections, I ſtood erect 


and. fixed, and pronounced the invoca- 
tion with a clear unfaultering voice, and 
faifihg it, called three times, at ſhort in- 
tervals, Beelzebub! A chillneſs ran 
through my veins, and my hair ſtood an 


"end. I had ſcarcely finiſhed, when a 


window in the top of the cavern flew 
oa | open, 


4 


1 I Vt E 1 ap 3 
* . 


= 
w * * 88 
* 


<<. S444 #47. &.& S ed On dS i bid Re. eas 1 


mts — — — 


2% 


— . 


. © _ * * 
4 Pare . * * 12 * * by 1 * > 
nat 2 0 5 — * 5 „ 7 
2 1 r 1 r 2 3a * 6, ö "+ 0 — 


5 
3 
* 
k 


tay; 3 
open, a blaze of light, more dazzling than 
the ſun, darted upon me, and a camel's 
head, as dreadful from its ſize as from 
its form, appeared, with cars immen- 
ſurably long. The odious phantom, 
with a voice which well accompanied 
his ſhape, anſwered me Che- vuoi. 


I cannot paint my ſituation I cannot 
tell what ſuſtained my courage, or pre- 
vented my ſinking under apprehenſions 
which ſo alarming a repreſentation ere- 
ated, and the ſtill more tremendous 
ſound which aſſaulted my. ears. 


1 felt the neceſſity of rallying all my 
powers, which a cold ſweat was depriv- 
ing me of; I made a vigorous effort. 
Our ſouls muſt have infinite powers and 

1.49 pro- 


— 


1 
prodigious reſources. 
ideas, ſentiments and reflections, ariſing 
in my heart at the ſame time, made an 
inſtant impreſſion on my mind, and gave 
me reſolution to conquer my terrors. 

I looked ſternly at the ſpeare. 
« What,” demanded I, 
boldneſs of your appearing under this 
hideous form? The phantom heſitated 


« means the 


a moment, © You called me,” it replied, 


in a ſoftened voice. © Does a ſlave pre- 


tend to frighten his maſter? If you 
come to receive my orders, aſſume a 


form more ſuitable, and a tone more 
ſubmiſſive. 


* Maſter,” ſays the phantom, «under 
chat form will it be agrecable to you I 
3 0 ſhould 
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fhould preſent myſelf?” The firſt idea 
which occurred to me, was that of a 
little dog. © Come, then, in the figure 
of a ſpaniel.” Scarcely had I given the 
order, when the frightful camel ſtretch 
ing out his neck tothe length of tix. feet, 
ſtoop'd his head to the middle of the 
cavern, and vomited;out a ſpanygl beau- 
tiful in the extreme; its coat was white 
and ſoft as ſilk, and its Gary trailed upon 
the ground, The window then cloſed; 
and every thing elſe diſappearing, there 
was light enough to ſee that only the 
dog and myſelf remained. It ran round 
the circle wagging its tail, and capering. 
« Maſter,“ ſaid the animal, * I would 
willingly lick your feet, but the formi- 
dable Mcle which 2 you, re- 
pels my approach.“ X 
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( #8 } 
My confidence now amounting to 
audacity, I came out of the circle, I of- 
fered my foot, which the dog immedi- 


_ ately licked, and making an attempt to 


pull its gars, it turned itſelf upon its 


back, as if to ſupplicate my mercy, and 


Ifaw it waz alittle female; Get up, 


T-pardogyyol. - Lou ſee 1 have compa- 


ny, thoſe gentlemen who are waiting at 


fome diſtance from hence, and may be 


fatigued; I would have ſome fruit, ſome 
does, ſome ſwcetmeats, and ſome Greek 


wine; let it be well ferved"and lighted ; 


At the 


Elegant, but not oſtentatious. 


end of the collation, you ſhall come as 


one of the firſt performers upon the 
harp. I will give you a ſignal for 


appearing; take care to play yd part 


well, ſing with expreſſion, and with de- 


licacy and reſerve i in your manner.” 


* If ſhall 
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« ] ſhall obey you, maſter, but upon 
Phat conditions? Under the con- 
f | lition of obedience. Slave, obey without 
| 1 f Þefication, ON n= « You don't know 

4 ne, maſter, or you would treat me with 
f 4 | mM rigour; the only condition I ſhould 
make, would be what Would both dif 
I an n you,” ty - 'S 29 77 


ze dog had but juſt finiſhed; when 1 
3 aw my orders obſerved with as nw 


1 covered with moſs, took a ſoft tint; * 
Ja form more agreeable, and uus now 2 
IT marble ſaloon ornamented with jaſper, 
I the architecture of which was a dome, 
ſupported by Corinthian Pillars. Eight 
- cryſtal 


— , N ** 8 | 
. 


1 ee changes van . ES — 
which were before fo black, fo — 


1 


<a 


( 20 ) 
cryſtal girandoles, with three wax 
lights in each, gave a brilliancy to the 
appearance of the whole. 


I a moment, the table and the ſide- 
„ board were ſpread with a variety of de- 
8 © Jicacies—the+: fruits and confectionary 
* were e rareſt ſorts, beſt taſted, and 
molt tempting to the eye. The china 
Khich was uſed was of the moſt beau- 
aful japan. The little dog made curvets 
. about the room, and about me, as if to 
WE.  #aſtenthe proceedings, and to aſk me if 
| I vas ſatisfied. '© Very well, Biondetta, 
* on a livery, and go and tell thoſe 

Wh gentlemen, who are not far off, that I 
1 J * , wiſh to ſee them, to partake of a ſmall 
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CS --+ 
Inſtantly I ſaw a page go out richly 


areſſed in my livery, with a lighted 
5 1 flambeaux in his hand. He ſoon returned, 
1 conducting my Flemiſh comrade and his 
to friends. They were prepared for 
ſomething extraordinary, by the compli» 


ment I ſent them by t 
for the amazing change 
the place wherein they ha 
Had not my thoughts been acougiing; 
ſhould have entertained myſelfmore with 
the ſurpriſe, which broke forth in excla- 
mations, and was evident in their counte- 


nances and geſtures, | 1 


« Gentlemen,” ſaid I, you have come 
a great way to ſerve me, and have the 
ſame diſtance to return; I therefore 


a little regale would not be un- 
pleaſant, 


( 22 ) 
pleaſant, and that you would excuſe fo a 9 
trifling a repaſt, as the time for preparing | | 
it has been ſo limited.” 1 


The eaſe with which I ſaid this, diſ- 
concerted them ſtill more than the won- 
derful ſcail e them. I perceived it, 
but d to put as quick an end 
as #$ e to an adventure, which in- 
ternally diſturbed me. I reſolved, how- 
ever, to carry it through with all the ſpirit 
I could aſſume, and putting on a gaiety, 
forcign to my character, I requeſted 
them to take their places at the table. 
The page inſtantly furniſhed them 
ſeats, and we fat down, I filled 
their glaſſes, and preſented them with 
ſweatmeats and fruits; but my mouth 
alone was employed in eating and talk- 
ing; ſor their faculties ſeemed to be to- 

tally 


VM (4 )) 

1 | . ally abſorbed in aftoniſhment. At laſt, 
| | | b f however, my conduct inſpiring them with 
1 1 a degree of confidence, 1 prevailed upon 
them to taſte the fruits. 1 drank the health 


of the prettieſt courtezan in Naples; and 
they followed my example. I ſpoke of 
nous Im- 


the new opera, and of the 
j proviſatrice, lately arrived from 
ſv boſe talents were ſpoken of with ad- 


miration al Court, 


* — x* 


l li. I chen turned the converſation to 

i 1 to muſie, painting, and ſculp- 
ture, and then took occaſion to remark 
to them the beauties of the marbles 
Ibich decorated the ſaloon. 


The firſt bottle is ; emptied, a Kill bet- 
ter replaces it. The page is in all 
places at once, to ſupply our wants, 1 
had 
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124 ») 
kad now, for the firſt time, leiſure to 
caſt a look at Biondetta, who appeared 
like a divinity in diſguiſe. I obſerved 
my companions viewed the ſame ob- 
ject with ſurpriſe, admiration, and in- 
quietude. But the ſameneſs of this 
ſcene diſpleaſing me, I thought it time 
e Bjondetta,” ſaid], « the 
Fiorentina promiſed to afford 


to 


me a few minutes of her time; ſee if 


ſhe is arrived.” 


., 


The page left the room ; my friends 
had not time to wonder at the ſingu- 
larity of my meſſage, before the door 
opened, and Fiorentina entered with 
her harp. She was ſimply attired in a 
travelling dreſs, a hat with a veil of 
gauze exceedingly tranſparent over her 

| eyes 


1 
eyes placing the harp, ſhe courtſe 
with graceful modeſty, 32 


« Signior Don Alvare,” ſays ſhe, „1 
was ignorant of your having company, 
or J ſhould not have appeared in this 
diſhabille: I hope theſe gentlemen will 
excuſe a perſon who is upon her 
ney.” She ſat down, and we all vied 
with each other in offering her ſome of 
the remains of our little entertainment, 
which ſhe juſt taſted in compliance with 
our requeſt. © What, Madam, do you 
only paſs through Naples, can't you be 
perſuaded to make ſome ſtay with us?“ 
«A pre- engagement prevents me The 
generous encouragement I was favored 
with at the laſt Carnivalat Venice, gives 
them a claim to my return; indeed, I 

C am 


* 


( 26) 
am under a promiſe to do ſo; had I not 
been ſo fettered, I could not have re- 


| lifted the advantageous offers made me 


by this court, nor the hope of meriting 
the approbation of the nobility of Na- 
ples, who are diſtinguiſhed for the ele. 
gance of their taſte before any others of 


Ira”. 


The Neapolitans bowed their acknou 
ledgments for this compliment to their 
country, being almoſt perſuaded that the 
ſcene before them vas real. I preſs'd 
the beautiful muſician to give us a ſpe- 
cimen of her ſkill. She pleaded having 
a cold and being much fatigued, and 


dreaded leſt, under theſe circumſtances, 


ſhe might forfeit the high opinion we 
had formed of her talents. At laſt, ſhe 
| | was 


( 27 ) 
was prevailed upon to attempt a recita- 
tive and pathetic air, in the third act of 


an opera, in which ſhe was to perform 

at Naples. She touched the inſtrument 

with a grace which charmed us; and 

even in this prelude gave a proof of 

her powers, in which ſhe diſplayed a_ 
moſt beautiful, white, and finely ſhaped 

arm, with elegant taper fingers, termi- 

nated by moſt exquiſite poliſhed nails. 

Already we thought we heard a moſt de- 

lightful concert, 


She began to ſing; our admiration 
was unbounded, and it is impoſſible to 
expreſs what raptures the fine thrill of 
her melodious voice excited. It was with 
an expreſſion which enchanted me, and 
made me almoſt forget that the voice 

CS - and 


( 28 ) 
ahd form, which thus tranſported me, 
was of my own creation. She addreſſed 
the tender parts of her ſong to me, ac- 
companying them by looks, which were 
at once inconceivably ſoft and paſſionate. 
Her eyes ſeemed not unknown to me; 
and upon examining her features, as 
much as the veil permitted, I diſcovered 
that Fiorentina and the little Biondetta, 
were the ſame, but the dreſs in which I 
now ſaw her, diſplayed the elegance of 
her ſhape to much more advantage than 
that of a page had done. 


When ſhe ceaſed ſinging, we be- 
ſtowed thoſe ample praiſes upon her, 
which her excellent performances ſo 
juſtly merited. I tried to prevail on 


her to favor us with a lively air, that 
we 


629 
we might have an opportunity of ad- 
miring the diverſity of her talents. 


« No,” faid ſhe, © I ſhould: acquit 
myſelf very ill in the diſpoſition I am in 
at preſent ; you muſt have perceived the 
effort I made to obey you thus far, as the 
fatigue of the journey has affected my 
voice, and as I am under the neceſſity of 
purſuing it, I truſt you will admit my 
excuſes, and allow me to withdraw.” _ 


Saying this, ſhe aroſe, and taking her 
harp, was going; I took it from her, 
and carrying it, conducted her to the 
door, and returned to my company. 


Inſtead of the gaiety which I expected 


to have found, I ſaw only conſtraint 
C 3 and 


t 30) 
and referve in their looks. I had again 
recourſe to the Cyprus wine, which I 
had before experienced to be both de- 
licious and invigorating, and calculated 
to inſpire that intrepidity and preſence 
of mind which my ſituation ſo much 
required. 


As it grew late, I faid to my page, 
(who had returned to his place behind 
my chair) © go and order my coach.“ 


Biondetta flew to obey my commands. 


Have you an equipage here,” ſaid 
Soberano? „ Yes,” ſaid I, I defired 
it might follow me, thinking, if our 
party was prolonged, you would not diſ- 
like ſo commodious a conveyance: but 
let us fill our glaſſes again; as we ſhall 
29888 not 


4 


\ - 


C at 7 


not truſt to ourſelves, we can be in no 


danger.” 


I had ſcarcely finiſhed this ſentence, 
when the page entered, followed by two 
rall well-made footmen, ſuperbly dreſſed 
in my livery. © Signior Don Alvare,” 
fays Biondetta, * the ruins of this place 
impeded the coach drawing up ſo near 
as I wiſhed.” We then immediately 
getting up, the page and the footmen 


preceded us. 


The ſtraitneſs of the path would ad- 
mit of but two walking abreaſt ; and So- 
berano chancing to be the one by my 
ſide, he ſqueez'd me by the hand, ſay- 
ing, “you have given us a very fine re- 
gale, my friend, but it will coſt you 

C 4 dear.“ 


* 
* * 
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( 32 1 
dear.” My friend,” replied I, I am 
very happy if I have given you any 


HK 
TR 
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pleaſure, you have it for what it coſt 
me.“ 


Arriving at the carriage, we found two 
more footmen, a coachman, and poſtil- 

- Hon; a handſome travelling coach, as 
elegant as poſſible, of which I did the 


honors, and proceeded gently towards. 
Naples. 5 Bhs 1 


We continued ſome time ſilent ; at 
length one of Soberano's friends re- 
marked, that I muſt have made very ſin- 
gular conventions ; never was any one ſo 
attended as I had been; as in forty years 
that he had dealt in this art, he had never 
gained a quarter of thoſe compliances 
which I had obtained in one evening. 

Yau 


(33 3 


You know your own affairs beſt— 
but you are young, void of reflection, 
eager in the extreme, and follow your 
pleaſures too precipitately. Bernadello 
(that was his name) ſpoke with fo much 
deliberation, that it afforded me time ro 


think how I ſhould anſwer him. 


From whence I have derived ſuch diſ- 
tinguiſhed favors I am ignorant. I pro- 
pheſy they will be but of ſhort conti- 
nuance, but my ſatis faction will be, that 
I ſhared them with my friends. Seeing 
I declined being communicative, he 
dropped the ſubject. 


The ſilence that enſued gave me li- 
berty to take a retroſpe&t of my proceed= 
ings; I compared what Sobcrano and 

C5 Berna= 


1 ( is 3 
Bernadello had faid, and concluded from 
deͤence that I had been led by a vain cu- 
” & rioſity and a reprehenſible temerity, to 


the brink of a precipice from which I 
fthould find it difficult to retreat. I could 
not plead ignorance for thus involving 

myſelf, as I had been educated under the 

5 e of my father Don Bernardo Mara: 

1 Villas, a gentleman of moſt unexceptiona- » 

i ble character, and my mother Donna 

N Mercia, the moſt religious and moſt re, 

| A 1 woman in all 3 6s: of 1 


| « Oh! my mother, what would you 


| think oF your fon if you ſaw him T ö 
1 But this ſhall not laſt, I pawn my word 
* it ſhall not.” | 
' . ; 3 
| In 
4 
7 8 N 
3 | 


ples, and I conducted Soberano's friends 
to their abode, and he and I went to ung 
quarters. t 


The grandeur of my e 

Zed the guard; but th beauties and' 
graces of Biondetta, who was placed on 
the front part of the carriage, _ _ 
» their notice ſtill more. The page dis 
#5 miſſed the coach and livery ſervants, and 4 P 


2 / raking a flambeaux from one of chem. 21 


ae me acroſs the bargchaghe: 1 * 


weht. 


My valet-de- chambre, in the utmoſt | 
aſtoniſhment, began to queſtion me how 
I came to be attended with this unuſual 


train, 


F 35 ) 


In the mean while we arrived at Na- 
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( 36 ) 
Enough of this, Charles,” ſaid I, as 
I entered my room, © I can do without 
vou to-night, and to-morrow We wall 
talk more about it.“ 


He went out, and Biondetta ſhut the 


| door. Being left together, my ſituation 


became more critical and embarraſſing, 


than when ſurrounded by company. Re- 
ſolving, however, to terminate theſe il» 


luſions as quickly as poſſible, I retized 
into myſelf, to. terminate upon. the moſt 


likely methods of doing it; when, ac- 


cidentally looking upon the page, 


whoſe eyes ſeemed fixed upon the floor, 
and face ſuffuſed with the deepeſt 
bluſhes, at once diſcovering viſible 
perplexity and emotion, I thus 
ſpoke : 


„ Bi- 


3 


1 
* 


* 700 


. 

* Biondetta, you have ſerved me well, 
with alacrity and elegance; but as vou 
was paid beforehand, I imagine you 
have no further demands. 
« Don Alvare is too noble ta think he 
can acquit himſelf ſo eafily.” PEP... 
« If you think you have exceeded the 
bounds of duty you owed me, and I am 
ſtill in your debt, give me your account, 
but which you muſt not expect will be 
ſaon diſcharged, for my laſt quarter's 
pay is already expended, and I owe at 
play—at the tavern—to my taylor” —. * 


* Your pleaſantry is. unſeaſonable.”* 


* If I quit the tone of pleaſantry, it: 
will be to deſire you to retire; it is late, 
and I muſt go to bed.” 


« And. 


( 38 ) 

And would you ſend me unciviſly 
away at ſo latean hour? I could not 
have expected ſuch treatment from a 
Spaniſh Cavalier: your friends know 
that I accompanied you here, your ſol- 
diers, . your ſervants ſaw me, and have 
gueſſed my ſex. Was I the vileſt 
courtezan, you would ſhew ſome regard 
to the decency due to that—Your treat- 
ment of me is ignominious and diſgrace- 


ful, there is not a woman who would not 
feel herſelf debaſed by it.” 


= You are pleaſed now then to be a 
woman to claim my attentions; very 
well, to avoid the ſcandal of your retreat, 
pleaſe to have that conſideration for 


yourſelf as to paſs through the key hole 
of the lock,” | 


3 « What! 


639 
* What! are you in earneſt, in per- 


mitting me to go without wiſhing to 


know who I am?“ 
Can I be ignorant of it? 


« You are ignorant of it; I tell you, 
you liſten only to your prejudices. But 
whatever I am, I throw myſelf, bathed 
in tears, at your feet as a fuppliant, to 
implore your protection, an imprudence 
greater than your own, exeuſable only 
from your being the object, has made me 
this day riſque and facrifice every thing 
to obey you, to give myſelf to you, and 
to follow you. This conduct has ſtirred 
vp againſt me the moſt crnel reſent- 
ments. I have no protection but your's, 
no aſylum but your room. Will you turn 

—_ 


é» ——— — 


nom apprehend it is.“ 


(4 ) 


me out of it, Alvare? Shall it be ſaid a 
Spaniſh Cavalier has treated, with ſuch 


rigour and indignity, one who has given 
up all for him. A feeling ſoul, a weak 
being, bereft of all ſuccour but his; in 


fhort—a female.“ 


I endeavoured to retreat from this 
painful and diſtreſſing ſituation; but ſhe 
followed me upon her knees, while ſhe 
was embracing mine, till the fide of the 
room prevented my retiring farther. 


he Riſe, riſe,”” ſaid I, © you have un- 
knowingly taken me by my vow. When 
my mother gave me my firſt ſword, ſhe 


made me ſwear upon the hilt to defend 


and protect the fair ſex, and never to 
offend one, though it ſhould be as. I 


5 


« Well, cruel as you are, whatever 


name you pleaſe to give me, permit me 
to remain with you.” | 


« Yes, I will, for the fingularity of the 
requeſt, and put an end to my whim- 
ſical adventure; but be cautious I nei- 
ther ſee or hear you, for on the firſt mo- 
tion which gives me any diſturbance, 
I ſhall raiſe my voice in my turn to 
aſk Che-vuoi.” 


I turned my back, and approached the 


bed to undrefs, . 
* 


« Shall I help you?” 
No, I am a military man, and can 


ſerve myſelf,” and retired to my bed. 
Through - 


65) 
me out of it, Alvare? Shall it be ſaid a 
| Spaniſh Cavalier has treated, with ſuch 
rigour and indignity, one who has given 
up all for him. A feeling ſoul, a weak 
being, bereft of all ſuccour but his; in 
fhort—a female.” 


I endeavoured to retreat from this 


painful and diſtreſſing ſituation.; but ſhe 
followed me upon her knees, while ſhe 


was embracing mine, till the ſide of the 
room prevented my retiring farther. 


Riſe, riſe,” ſaid I, © you have un- 
knowingly taken me by my vow. When 
my mother gave me my firſt ſword, ſhe 
made me ſwear upon the hilt to defend 
and protect the fair ſex, and never to 
offend one, though it ſhould be as. I 

nom apprehend it is.“ | 


( 41 ) 
« Well, cruel as you are, whatever 
name you pleaſe to give me, N me 
to remain with you.” 


« Yes, I will, for the fingularity of the 
requeſt, and put an end to my whim- 
ſical adventure; but be cautious I nei- 
ther ſee or hear you, for on the firſt mo- 
tion which gives me any diſturbance, 
I ſhall raiſe my voice in my turn to 
aſk Che-vuoi.” 


I turned my back, and approached the 
bed to undreſs. 


« Shall I help you?” 
« No, I am a military man, and can 


ſerve myſelf,” and retired to my bed. 
Through - 


( 42 ) 
Through my gauze curtains I per- 
ceived my pretended page in a corner 
of the room, upon an old mat which ſhe 
had found in the wardrobe ; ſhe fat upon 
it, and entirely undreſſed herſelf, then 
wrapping herſelf up in one of my cloaks 
which was upon a chair, ſhe putout the 
light, and the ſcene cloſed for a mo- 
ment; but ſoon recommenced, as I could 
not ſleep. 


The figure of Biondetta haunted my 
imagination ; I fancicd I ſaw the page's 
image at the top of the bed; I ſaw no- 


thing but that: In vain I tried to con- 
net that raviſhing object with the 
frightful phantom I had ſeen. The firſt 
apparition ſerved only as a foil to the laſt, 
The melodious ſinging 1 heard in the 

| | vault 


[WJ 


vault—that faſcinating voice,—thoſe ex- 
preſſions which ſeemed to derive their 
ſource from the heart, revibrated in 
mine, and made me tremble for myſelf. 


« Ah! Biondetta, if you was not 
that fantaſtic being—if you was not that 
vile dromeJary. But why do I thus 
permit myſelf to be carried away with 
ſuch ideas. I have triumphed over fear, 
why not root out a ſentiment ſtill more 
dangerous; what felicity can I expect. 
Will it not always partake of the nature 
of its origin. The ardor of her looks, 


which are ſo inſinuating, ſo ſoft, were 


they not baneful—that mouth ſo exqui- 
ſitely formed—thoſe lips ſo freſh, with 
expreſſions ſo naive flowing ſrom them, 


never open but to deceive—that heart 


( 44 ) 
(if it is one) is warm but for deſtruc- 


tion.“ 


While I was occupied by theſe reflec- 
tions, occaſioned by the different emo- 
tions with which I was agitated, the 
moon ſhone reſplendently in an un- 
clouded ſky, and darted her rays into 
my room, through three Iarge windows. 
In turning violently in my bed, the 
frame of it not being new, gave way, 
and I came to the floor with great force. 


Biondetta, apparently alarmed at the 
craſh, ran to me, ſeemingly in a great 
fright. « Don Alvare, what misfortune 
has happened to you?“ 


As I had neygr loſt ſight of her, in 
Tpite of my accident, I ſaw her move 


acroſs 


, 


( 45 ) 7 
acroſs the room to my aſſiſtance, and her 
only covering being a page's ſhirt, the 
brightneſs of the moon diſplayed to my 
view her poliſhed limbs, and its rays 
appeared more brilliant from the re- 
flection. 


I was very little concerned at the ar- 


cident which had happened to my bed, 
which only rendered it leſs commodi- 


ous, but was much more ſo to find 1 
ſelf claſped in Biondetta's arms. 


« I am not hurt,” faid I, „ begone, 


you are in danger of hurting yourſelf, 
and taking cold by walking without 


{lippers.” 


« But you are ill at caſe,” 


« Yes, 
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* Yes, and it is you that occaſions 
me to be ſo; begone, or if you will per- 
fiſt in thus continuing with, and being 
near me, I ſhall order you to fleep in 
that ſpider's net in yonder corner of the 
room.“ 4640 


She did not ſtay to hear the end-of my 
menace, before ſhe returned again to the 
mat, ſobbing at my treatment. 


The night was far advanced, and being 
overcome with fatigue, I at length fell 
aſleep for a ſhort time, and waking at 

| day-light, it may readily be imagined 
| what direction my eyes took. I looked 

for Biondetta, ſhe was dreſſed all but her 

coat, and was ſitting upon a little ſtool 

ſhe had found + -ſhe had looſened her 
hs hair, 
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hair, which flowed in natural ringlets 
over her back, ſhoulders, and face, and 
was diſentangling it with her fingers; 
never did the fineſt ivory comb paſs 
through more beautiful, more ſoft, or 


more luxuriant treſſes. 


Perceiving I was awake, ſhe put them 
aſide, and appeared to my view like Au- 
rora in the ſpring, breaking through the 
va pours of the morning, in all her freſh- 
neſs and perfumes, 


« Biondetta,” ſaid I, * take a comb, 
you'll find ſome in the commode.”” She 
obeyed, tied up her hair with becoming 


elegance, and completing her dreſs by 
putting on her coat, fat down with an 
anxious, timid and embarraſſed air, which 

ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly ſolicited compaſſion. I made 
an effort, and collected my thoughts, I 
reflected, that if I was thus for ever to 
be expoſed to theſe varying temptations, 


each one more alluring than the laſt, it 
would not be in- nature to withſtand 
them—it became abſolutely neceſſary for 
me to break through this cruel] entan- 
glement ; I determined to diſmiſs her. 


* Biondetra,” ſaid I, © it is now day; 
having complied with your requeſt of 


- paſſing the night in my apartment, you 


may now depart without fear of ridi- 
cule.” 


I am at preſent above that fear, a 
more forcible one now prevails, and 
your intereſt and mine will not permit 
us to ſeparate.” | 


( 49 ) 


* You muſt explain that.” © I am 
going to do ſo, Alvare. Your youth 
and imprudence makes you ignorant of 
the dangerous ſituation in which we have 
involved ourſelves. When I ſaw you in 
the vault, unappalled by the appearance 
of that hideous phantom, your courage, 
your intrepidity charmed me. If, ſays I, 
to myſelf, to obtain happineſs, I muſt 
unite myſelf to a mortal, and take a hu- 
man form, now's the time, there's the 
hero worthy of me. Let the vile rivals 
I facrifice to him be incenſed and reſent 
it; what ſignifies it? Lov'd by Alvare, 
united to Alvare, them and nature will 
be ſubjected to us. | 


« You know what followed, and now 
hear the conſequences. Envy, jealouſy, 
D ſpite, 


( 50 ) | 
ſpite, and rage, are preparing the moſt 
cruel puniſhments, which a being of my 
ſort, degraded by her own choice, is ca- 
pable of experiencing, and you -only can 
ſave me ; it is hardly day, and alrcady 
the informers are on their way to accuſe 
you of necromancy before a tribunal, 


whoſe ſeverity you cannot be 1gnorant 


of. In an hour“ 


* Stop,“ cried I, putting my hand be- 
fore my eyes, © you are the moſt artful 
and adroit of evil ſpirits; you talk of 
love, and are the image of it ; but you 
poiſon the idea, Let me compoſe my- 
ſelf enough, if I can, to form ſome reſo. 
lution, If I muſt fall into the hands of 


the tribunal, I cannot balance a minute 


between them and you. But if you aſ- 
ſiſt 


j 


18989 
fiſt to extricate me to what do I en- 
gage myſelf; can I withdraw from you 
when I will? I will command you to 


anſwer me with clearneſs and preciſion,” 


« To ſeparate you from me, Alvare, 
you have only to make known your will, 
and I to regret that I could net make 
this ſubmiſhon a voluntary one. If you 
continue to diſtruſt me, you will, in the 
end, expoſe yourſelf to be ungrateful 
and imprudent.” | 


I believe nothing, I am convinc'd 
of nothing, but that I muſt depart,—I 
will go Wale my valet-de-chambre, 
and ſend him for horſes—I muſt have 
money too; I will go to Venice, to 
Bontinelli, my mother's banker.” 

D 2 « You 
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<« You want money; I was aware of 
that, and have ſome at your ſervice.” 


Keep it; if you were a woman it 
would be mean to accept it.“ 

« I offer it as a loan, not as a gift; 
give me an order upon your banker for 


it, leave a liſt of your debts here, and 


deſire Charles to diſcharge them. Write 
to your commanding officer to excuſe 
your departing without leave, which 
indiſpenſible buſineſs occaſioned. I 
will go and procure a carriage and 
horſes. But as, in quitting you, I muſt re- 
lapſe into my former fears, ſay, before I 
depart, Spirit, who have taken an 


human form for me, and me alone, I 


accept 


C3 2 | 
accept you as my vaſſal, and will af- 
ford you my protection.“ 


In preſcribing me this formula, ſhe had 
thrown herſelf at my feet, had taken my 
hand, and preſſing it, bathed with her 


tears. I was beſide myſelf, not knowing 
how to act. She ſtill continued preſſing: 
my hand, and ſobbing over it, while TI; 
was repeating thoſe words which were 
ſo important to her; and which I had 
ſcarcely pronounced ere ſhe aroſe, and 
in a tranſport, cry'd, “ I am your's, 


and may becorae the happieſt of all 


creatures;”” and in a moment ſhe mufe 


fled herſelf up in a great coat and 
hat, which ſhe pulled over her eyes. | 


and left the room. 
D 3 


( 54 ) 

I remained in the utmoſt ſtate of ſur- 
priſe and perturbation; however, I 
found the amount of my debts, counted 
out the money, and left a written order 
for Charles to pay them: wrote two 
letters, one to my commanding officer, 
the other to an intimate friend, both 
of which were probably 1 "_ 
extraordinary ones. 


By the time I had done all this, E 
heard the carriage already at the door, 
and the poſtillion flouriſhing his whip. 
Biondetta, ſtill with her face in her 
cloak, came and hurried me away, and 
meeting Charles (whom the noiſe had 
awakened) i in the paſſage, I bid him go. 
to my bureau, where he would find my 
orders. I went down, and inſtantly get 
ting into the coach, Biondetta followed, 


and 


8 
and placing herſelf oppoſite to me, it 
drove off. 


When we had paſſed through the 
town, ſhe took off her hat, which over- 
ſhadowed her, and diſcovered a face 
exquiſitely beautiful, reſplendent from 
its own perfections, though robbed of all 
ornament, her hair being bound up 
cloſe with a crimſon fillet, which ſerved 
to ſhew the extreme tranſparency of her 
ſkin. Her countenance at once diſ- 
played openneſs, gentleneſs, and inno- 
cence, and it was hardly poſſible to con- 
| ceive how theſe could be united in one 


whoſe eyes expreſs'd ſo much ſlyneſs. 


I caught myſelf making theſe re- 
marks; but judging they were danger- 
D 4 ous 
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ous to my repole, I ſhut my eyes to 
try to ſleep. My attempt was not in 
vain, fleep took poſſe ſſion of my ſenſes, 
and the moſt charming dreams occupied 
my imagination, and refreſhed my 
wearied mind, which had been la- 
bouring under ſuch frightful ideas. 
It was ſo long, that when I was 
ſome time after relating my adven- 
tures to my mother, ſhe thought it was 
not a natural one, for I did not awake 
till we were on the banks of the canal, 
on which we were to embark for Ve- 


nice. 


A porter came to the coach window, 
begging to be employed in conveying 
my luggage; but I had little need of his 
aſſiſtance, for I had come with ſo much 
pre- 
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precipitation, that I had not even 
brought a night- cap. 


Biondetta preſented herſelf on the 
other ſide, and informed me there was 


a boat ready to convey me. I de- 
ſcended from the carriage, almoſt me- 
chanically, got into the felucca, and 
again fell into my former lethargy. 


The next morning I found myſelf 
in the beſt apartment of the moſt ca- 
pital inn in Venice, which I inſtantly 
recollected. A handſome night-gown 
and linen were laid ready for my uſe; 
yet I could not ſuppoſe this attention 
was paid by the landlord. to one who. 
came ſo deſtitute of every thing. 1 
4 up, and caſting my eyes about the 
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future conduct yourſelf better, If they re- 


6658) 
room to ſeè if any other was there, I 
looked for Biondetta; but aſnamed of 
her being the firſt object of my thoughts, 
I was, upon a little reflection, thankful 
for my good fortune in not finding her 


there. 


« This fpirit is not then inſeparable 
from me. I am releaſed, and after the 
hazards I have run, if 1 loſe only my 
company in the guards, may reckon my- 


ſelf happy. 


« Courage, Alvare, there are other 
purſuits and other ſovereigns than the 
king of Naples; you may derive wiſ- 
dom from the experience you have had, 
if you are not incorrigible, and may in 


fury 


* 
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fuſe your ſervices, a tender mother at Eſ- 
tremadura, and a decent patrimony, are 
{till left you. But what would this imp, 
who has not quitted me for ſo long a 
time, have? It took a moſt ſeducing 
form—it has given me money—l will 
immediately repay it.“ 

While I was yet ſpeaking, my ere- 
ditor entered, and informed me two ſer- 
vants and a gondelier were procured for 
me, the maſter of the inn having en- 
gaged for their qualifications and fide- 
lity, being proper to have ſome at- 
tendance till Charles arrived. « I am 
content with your arrangement, Bion- 
detta, do you lodge in this hcuſe ?” 
With down-caſt eyes ſhe replied, « I 
have choſen a room in your apart- 

D 6 ments, 


660 
ments, the moſt diſtant from your ex- 


cellency's, to incommode you as little as 
poſſible.“ 


I thought there was propriety and de- 
licacy in fixing upon rooms ſo diſtant, 
and approved of it. Well, thought I, if 
this ſpirit ſhould be determined to 
haunt me inviſibly, I cannot prevent it; 
I had better therefore know where ſhe 
is. So, ſatisfied with theſe reaſons, I 
lightly aſſented to her propoſals. In- 
tending to go to my mother's cor- 
reſpondent, Biondetta gave orders for 
my things to dreſs, which, when I had 
finiſhed, I paid my purpoſed viſit. 


When I arrived at the banker's, I was 
ſurpriſed at my reception ; he was in his 


counting- 


3 
counting-houſe, and ran down with 
eagerneſs to me. „Don Alvare, I did 
not know you was in Venice; you come 
very opportunely to prevent my com- 
mitting a blunder, I was juſt going to 


{end you a letter, and ſome money.” 
« Oh, my quarter's pay.” 


tf - and ſomething more: two 
hundred ſequins, brought to me by an 
old gentleman, to whom I gave a re- 
ceipt, from your mother Donna Mer. 
cia, who not having heard of you for 
ſome time, was afraid you was indif. 
poſed, and ſent that ſum by a Spaniard 


of your acquaintance, to be remitted 
through my hands to you.” Did he 


tell you his name?” © I wrote it upon 
the 
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( 62 } 
the receipt: it is Don Michael Pimi- 
ento; he ſaid he had been an equerry 
in your family, but not expecting you, I 
did not aſk his addreſs.” 


] took my money, and opened the 


letters. My mother complaincd of her 


health and of my ſilence; but did not men- 
tion the two hundred ſequins; and ] felt 


myſelf the more obliged for her kindneſs. 


Seeing my purſe ſo well and ſo op- 
portunely furniſhed, I returned gaily to 
the inn, and went in ſearch of Bion- 
detta's room, which I had ſome difficulty 
in finding, as it was a very remote one, 
and the paſſage that led to it was very 
far from my door; I found it at laſt by 
chance, and perceived her very earneſt 
Ou: x near 


( 63 ) 
near the window, arranging the jacks of 
an harpſichord, which ſhe was -putting 
together. 


e J have got ſome money,” ſaid I, 
„and have brought that I owe you, 
Biondetta.“ 


She bluſhing which ſhe always did 
before ſhe ſpoke) took the money, and 
brought me the ſecurity I had given 
her, ſaying, « the was ſorry I would 
not oblige her by keeping it longer,” 
and added, you are too exact.” © But 
this is not all, as you paid the expences 
upon the road and at the inn, give me 
the account.” I diſcharged that alſo, 


I was then about quitting the room, aps 
parently with a great deal of /ang froid, 
when 


( 64 ) 
when ſhe aſked If I had any orders to 
give 2%—I ſaid, “ No.” | 


She turned from me, and reſumed her 
work. I obſerved her ſome time, ſhe ap- 
peared much occupied with what ſhe was 
about, and diſcovered as much earneſt- 
neſs as ſkill in what ſhe was doing. 

Returning thoughtfully to my room, 
* there alas! is the counterpart of that 
Calderon who lighted Soberano's pipe, 
and though ſhe has aſſumed a more 
pleaſing form, yet ſtill ſhe is of the 
ſame diabolic nature ; but if ſhe does not 
intrude, and exact nothing, why ſhould 
not I retain her, and more particularly 
as her ſtay ing depends upon my will. I'II 
wait a little -I can at any time diſmiſs 


her.“ 
Theſe 


= * 
1 2 by 1 
4 0 2 « 
xy Dat bao thc. 1 


( 65s ) 5 

Theſe reflections were interrupted by 

a ſummons to dinner. I ſat down Bi- 

ondetta, dreſſed in ſuperb livery, waited 

behind my chair, and by her extreme at- 

tention, even anticipated my wants. I 

had no occaſion to turn about to look 

at her, as three large glaſſes, which were 

in the ſaloon, preſented her to my view. 
She retired when dinner was over. 


. 
n 


— 


The maſter of the inn came up; I was 
not unknown to him, it being the ſea- 
ſon of the Carnival; he expreſſed no 
ſurpriſe at ſeeing me, but congratulated 
me upon my increaſe of fortune, which 
the number of my attendants ſeemec tio 


denote, and dwelt much upon the quali- 
fications of my page, and ſaid he was the 


handſomeſt, moſt affectionate, moſt 
obliging, 


{ 66 ) 
obliging, moſt intelligent young man 
he ever ſaw; then aſked me, if I did not | 
mean to partake in the amuſements of 
the Carnival? I told him I purpoſed 
doing ſo, and putting on a maſquerade 
habit, I got into my gondola. 


. I Huyried from place to place; I went 
to the play—to all the public amuſe. 
ments played, won forty ſequins, and 
returned home late, having ſought for 
diſſipation wherever I thought it was to 


be found. 


My page met me at the bottom of the 
ſtatrs with a lighted flambeaux, and 
then reſigned me to the care of my 
valet-de- chambre, after aſking me what 


time I choſe to be called? I anſwered, 
at 


( 7 
at the uſual hour; without knowing what 
1 ſaid, or without recollecting that 
thoſe now about me were unacquainted 


with my uſual hour. 


I did not wake till late the next morn- 
ing; I got up in haſte, and it chanced 
the firſt thing that preſented itſelf to my 
view was my mother's letter, which I 
had left upon the table. Worthy wos 
man,” cried I, © what do I do here 
why do I not fly to receive the benefit 
of your good and maternal counſels ? 
yes, I will, I will go, it is my laſt re- 


ſource, and the only one left me.” 


. . Biondetta found, by my ſpeaking ſo 
loud, that I was awake, and entered 

the room. I now felt the force of my | 
reaſonings, 


( 68 ) 

reaſonings, as the modeſt, ſubmiſſive, 
and diſintereſted air with which ſhe ap- 
peared, made me feel my fituation ſtill 
more alarming and dangerous. 


dhe introduced a taylor, with various 
patterns of ſtuffs, for my approbatton ; 
and when I had made my choice, ſhe 
withdrew with him, and I ſaw her no 
more till the hour of dinner. 


I eat but little and very quick, and 
haſtened 'to throw myſelf amidſt the 
gay throng and whirl of pleaſure which 
abounds at Venice at this ſeaſon. I 
Joined the maſques—liſtened to them— 
and made a vain attempt to - anſwer 
their repartees with ſome ſpirit. 1 
therefore went to the opera, and con- 
e | _ cluded 
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cluded the evening with play, to which 
I had always been much inclined, and 
won a much larger ſum than 1 had done 
the night before. | 


Ten days paſſed in the ſame diſpo- 
ſition of heart and mind, and in nearly 
the ſame recreations. I recognized 
ſome old acquaintances, and made ſome 
new ones. I was introduced into ſome 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed' afſemblies, 
and admitted by ſome of the * 
into their caſinos. | 


Every thing went well but play; at 
that my good fortune had changed to 
the reverſe, and I loſt in one night 
| thirteen hundred ſequins, which I had 
before gained. Never did any body 

play 
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( 70 ) 
play with ſuch ill luck. At three 
o'clock in the morning I retired, with 
not only that laſs, but an hundred ſe- 
quins in debt. Chagrin was viſible in 
my countenance and manner; Biondetta 


ſeemed affected with it, but did not 


ſpeak. 


The next morning I was very miſera- 
ble, and traverſed my room with haſty 
ſtrides ; and not being able to cat any 
breakfaſt, it was removed. But, con- 
trary to her uſual cuſtom, ſhe remained, 
and looking ſtedfaſtly at me, * you 


have loſt money, Don Alvare, * 


more than * can pay.“ 


* 


* Should FM be the caſe, where 


can I find means?” Dir 
Vc « You 


( 9 3 
„ You hurt me by thus diſdaining 
and refuſing my aſſiſtance. 1 meant 
only to offer to lend you any ſum 
which you may think yourſelf obliged 
to pay immediately. Will you permit 
me to fit down, as I feel an agitation 
which makes me unable to - ſupport 
myſelf, and I have ſubjects of import- 
ance to talk upon. Would you ruin 
yourſelf; why will you play for ſuch 
large ſums, when you do not under- 
ſtand it?“ 9; inde 4 


* Al the world know how to * at 


es of hazard.“ 


« Can any one learn them?“ * Yes, 
they may, for games of Chance you 


falſely call hazard. There is no ſuch 
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thing as hazard in the world; every 


thing has been, and ever will be, a ſeries 
of neceſſary combinations, that cannot 
be underſtood but by the ſcience of 
numbers, in which the principles lie, 
and are ſo abſtruſe and profound, that 
it is impoſſible to comprehend them 
without a maſter to inſtruct you.“ 


] cannot explain this ſublime know- 
ledge otherwiſe than by Ange it 
as a chain of numbers that form the 
bounds of the univerſe, and rule events 
that are ſuppoſed to be fortuitous, an 
called lucky, but are forced by in 
ſible influence ſo to fall out, each in 
: their turn, from the moſt important 
things that happen in the diſtant 
ſpheres, to the little miſerable chance 
NA that 
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that has now robbed you of your 
money.” | a 


This long ſcientific ſpeech from fo 
young a mouth, with the ſudden propo- 
ſition of giving me a maſter, made me 
ſnudder, and occaſioned me to experience 
ſome of thoſe ſenſations which I wWas 
ſeized with in the vaults of Portici. 
But looking ſteadily at Biondetta, (who 
caſt down her eyes) I will not have a 
maſter, I ſhall be afraid of knowing too 
much; but try and prove that a gentle 
man may know a little more of the game, 
and avail himſelf of it without fullying 
his character, and taking up that theſis.” ' 
This is the * n of her de- 
monſtration. + 
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The bank is formed on the footing of 
an immenſe profit, to which every freſh 
tally contributes; and if it did not run 
ſome riſques, the republic would be a 
- manifeſt pillager of each particular per- 
ſon, But taking the .calculations we 
can make for granted, the bank will al- 
ways have great gains, in holding 
againſt ten thouſand dupes, for one that 
is well inſtructed.“ 


The conviction of what ſhe had ſaid 
ſoon followed; for being taught one 
ſingle combination, apparently ſimple, 

though I did not comprehend the prin- 

. | . ciple, from that night I found the in- 
fallibility from the ſucceſs of it. In one 
word, I regained the next night all 1 
had 
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had loſt, paid the debts I had contracted 


at play, and returned home with ſuffici- 


-ent money to pay what I had borrowed 
of Biondetta to try my fortune. I had 


ſtill ſome remaining, but my embarraſſ- 


ments increaſed. 


My ſuſpicions were again revived 


about the dangerous being whom I had 
permitted to aſſiſt me, and I was doubt- 
ful if it was now in my power to ſepa- 
rate myſelf from her, and morcover, I 
had not even reſolution to wiſh to do fo. 


I tried to baniſh her from my thoughts, 
bur in vain, for her idea was ever preſent 


to my imagination. Play no longer in- 


loved ſo paſſionately from the certainty 


of winning, loſt its charm. The buf- 


E 2 | foons 


oa 


tereſted me; even faro, that I once 


; 
' 
9 
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4 
foons of the carnival were tireſome to 
me the puplic places inſipid. 


Had my heart been enough at caſe to 
make me wiſh to form any connection 
with women of faſhion, I ſhould have 
been deterred from it by the languor, 
conſtraint, and ceremony attendant upon 
the character of a Ciciſbeo. 


. - 


There remained then only the Caſinos 
of the nobles (where I no longer played) 
and the company of courtezans. Amongſt | 
thoſe of the latter deſcription, ſome of 
them were more diſtinguiſhed by the 
elegant ſtyle of their living, and the 
chearfulneſs of their ſociety, than by 
their perſonal beauty. I found a real 
liberty and a noiſy gaiety, which ſtunned, 

if 


. 
if. it did not pleaſe me; in ſhort, an 
abuſe of reaſon,” which, for a time, drew 
me from reflecting upon my own. en- 
tanglements. 


% 


I gallanted with all the women of this 
caſt, without having a deſign upon any; 
but the moſt famous amongſt them had 
one upon me, which the ſoon made 
known, 

Her name was Olympia, ſhe was 
twenty-ſix years old, was poſſeſſed of a 
great deal of beauty, admirable talents, 
and a lively wit. She ſoon diſcovered a 
partiality towards me, and without my 
having any for her. Jyet precipitately 
entered into the connection from the 
motive: I have before mentioned, of for- 
* ; E 3 getting 


* 
getting myſelf. Our intimacy. pro- 
ceeded rapidly; and as I found but little 
pleaſure in it, I concluded it would end- 
in the fame manner, and that ſhe would. 
ſoon be diſguſted by my inattentions, 
and ſeek a more aſſiduous lover, and more 
particularly as our amour was not a pe- 
cuniary one. But our. fates had other. 
wiſe decreed, and either for the puniſh- 
ment of that lovely but violent. woman, 
or to add to my difficulties, ſne con- 


ceived an unbounded love for me. 


Already I was not enough. maſter of 
my own actions to return to my lodg- 
ings at night, and in the day ſhe perſe- 
cuted me with meſſages and billet-doux, 
and was a conſtant ſpy upon all my. 
ſteps. She complained of my coldneſs,, 
. | | | Was. 
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was jealous of every woman, and would 
have required me to have been even 
rude and impolite, could ſhe have fixed 
upon any particular object. 


It was diſpleaſing to live in this per- 
petual torment ; yet I did not withdraw, 
and tried in good earneſt to attach my- 
ſelf to Olympia, thinking it was the only 


method of diverting my ill-played at- 
fections, which I was ſenſible had taken 
a too ſerious hold of me. 


But a more animating ſcene was pre- 
paring for me. I was ſlyly watched at 
my inn, © How long have you had 
that handſome page,” demanded Olyme 


pia, who intereſts you ſo much, and | F 
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for whom you have ſuch a regard, and' 
leave me for, and follow with your eyes 
when he attends upon you ; what makes 
you oblige him to live ſo retired : he 
is never ſeen in Venice? ? 


PX, « My page, Madam, is a young may 
well born, and of good education, and 
one I am bound to take care of; he 
"a 


CT." exclaimed ſhe, with her eyes 
flaſhing with rage, © traitor, tis a wo- 
man, I am aſſured of it by a truſty friend 
who | has ſeen her dreſs, through the key 
hole of the door.” 

1 give you my word of honour i it 


* 


1s not a woman.“ 


1 W | « Don't: 


7 


(MY) 

Don't add a falſehood to treaſon, 
that woman has'been ſeen to weep, ſhe 
is unhappy—you' are born to torment 
thoſe hearts that are devoted to you—you 
have betrayed and forſaken her, as you 
would do me. Send that young perſon 
back to her parents, and if you have by 
your extravagance deprived yourſelf of 
the power of providing for her, I will 
do it. You owe her an eſtabliſhment, 
and I will ſecure it to her. But I in- 
ſiſt upon her departing to-morrow.” 


. «Olympia, I have ſaid, and I repeat 
it to you, and ſwear. to you, it is not a 
woman and pleaſe heaven 


„ What is the meaning of all theſe 
lies, and pleaſe heavens !—monſter, ſend: 
E 5 her 
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her back; I ſay, or . . . But IL have other 
reſources, I will diſcover you, and foe 
ſhall hear reaſon, if you won't.“ 


I was overcome with this: torrent of 
abuſe and reproach, but I would not ap- 
pear ſo, and returned to my own lodg- 
ings, though it was ſo late. My ar- 
rival there ſurpriſed my ſervants, . but 
more eſpecially Biondctta, who expreſſed 
ſome fears for my health. 


I aſſured her I was well. I had 
ſcarcely ſpoken to her ſince my connec- 
tion with Olympia, nor had ſhe chang'd 
her conduct towards me; but, upon ex- 
amining her countenance, there was 
evidently a melancholy languor upon 
"a | 8 
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The. next morning I was but juſt 
awake when Biondetta entered the room 
with an open letter in her hand, which 
ſhe gave me, and I read as follows: 


« To the pretended Bloxoprra. 


JI know not who you are, Madam, 
te nor why you are with Don Alvare, but 
« you are too young not to be excuſable, 
and in too bad hands not to excite come 
« paſſion. The gentleman may have pro- 
« miſed you what he has promiſedto us 
« all, and what he ſwears to me every 
« day, though he means but to deceive 
«us. I am told you are as ſenſible 
te as beautiful, therefore open to good 
«advice. You are of an age, Madam, 
to repair the faults you may have been 
« drawn into; one who feels your miſs - 

E 6 fortunes; 
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1 fortunes, offers you the means. Iwill 


not attempt to make an agreement 
* with you for the ſacrifice you are to 
make for your repoſe; it muſt be pro. 


« portioned to your condition, and the 


« views you may have given up, or may 
in future: expect, conſequently you 
« muſt regulate that yourſelf, 


- 4 
: 
N 


If you perſiſt in being deceived and 


H uphappy, and making others ſo, you 


may prepare yourſelf for every thing 


5 18 bet deſpair can ſuggeſt to a deſperate 


« "fival, of _ * anſwer.” 

91 l 22 ms 60 tie 1 

After I bad read e I 18 
it do. Biondetta. Anſwer this letter, 
and tell this woman ſhe is mad, and 
Dat you know it ſtill better than I.“ 
neee 2 5 « You 


" 
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„ Tou who know her; Don Alvare, 

have you no nnn from her? * 

0 44 143 71. 
* ed ne but that ſhe® 
ſhall teize me no longer; I will quit 
her, and to deliver myſelf from her 
more effectually, I am this morning go- 
ing to hire a houſe that has been of- 
fered me on the banks of the Brente.“ 


I got up directly, and went out to con- 
clude my bargain. By the way Olym- 
pia's threats occarred to me: © fooliſh 
woman,” faid. I, *« ſhe 2 kill — 

L could not, nor never could tell why 1 


pronounced that word. . 


As ſoon as I had. finiſhed the buſineſs, 
I went home and dined; and fearing that 
force 


1 
force of habit might lead me to the 
courtezan, I would not go out any more 
that day. I took up a book; but inca- 


pable of applying myſelf- to reading, I 
laid it down, and went to the window, 
where the croud and variety of objects 
rather diſturbed than amuſed me. I 
then walked briſkly about my apartment, 
ſeeking to forget the agitation of my 


mind in the rapidity of my ſteps. 


In the courſe of this exerciſe, I acci-- 
dentally went into a dark room, where 
my people had put by my luggage, and 
things which were not immediately in 
uſe, and · where I had never before been. 
The darkneſs of the place pleaſed me. 
I fat myſelf down upon a trunk for ſome 
minutes: whilſt I was there, I heard a 
| Noiſe 


roy 


noiſe in the next room, and obſerving: 
a-ſmall'ray of light, I approached it, and 
found it came from: the key-hole of a 
door which had been put by, through 
which I looked: Iſaw Biondetta plaeꝰd 
near her harpſichord; with her arms 
acroſs, and in an attitude of a perſon in 
2 profound reverie. At laſt ſhe broke 
lee h Here bon guet d 


* — 


* Bijondetta'! Biondetta !“ fays ſhe, 
« he calls me Biondetta ; twas the firſt, 
tis the only endearing word which he 
has ever uttered.” She then ceaſed 
ſpeaking, and» again fell into a reverie. 
She ſoon after began touching that ſame 
harpſichord which I had ſeen her put- 
ting together—there was an open book 
upon a deſk before her ; ſhe played a 

prelude, 


FRF. 
Prelude, then ſung with à low vdice,. 
accompanying it witli tlie inſtrument, 
I ſoon diſcovered it was not a regular 
compoſition ſhe was playing, and liſt. 
ening more attentively; I heard my 
own name, and that of Olympia. She 
hemoaned in plaintive accents her own 


ſituation, and the more happy fate of 
her rival, and lamented the harſhneſs of 


my treatment of her, and the doubts 
which occaſioned a miſtruſt, that pre- 
vented my happingſs, and deprived, her 
of the power of leading me ta xiches, 
grandeur, and ſcience, which would - 
have conſtituted her felicit, 


Alas“ ſays ſhe, . * that is now be- 
come impoſlible, for ſhould he be con- 
vinced of what I am, my feeble gharms 
would 
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would fail to attach him to another.”” 
A violent flood. of tears then ſucceeded, 
which almoſt choaked' her, and. rifing; 
from her ſeat, ſhe took out her hand- 
kerchief, and wiping her eyes, ſne again 
approached the inſtrument; but the ſeat 
being too low and inconvenient, ſhe took 
the book from the deſk, and laying it 
upon the ſeat, ſhe ſat down and "Played 
another HERE. 


Her preſent performance vas. in 4 
very different ſtyle from the laſt. The 
air I knew to be one which was at this- 
time much in faſhion, at. Venice. She 
played it twice over, and then, with a 
more aſſured and diſtinet voice; ſung 
the. following words: 


r 
Helas! quello eſt ma chimere;. 
Fille du ciel & des airs ? 

Pour Alvare & pour la terre 
Tabandonne univers ; 

Sans Eclat & ſans puilſance, . 
Je m'abaifſe juſqu'aux fers ? 
Et quelle eſt ma recompenſs ? 
On me dẽdaigne, & je ſers.. 


Coutſier la main que vous mène, 
S'empreſſe à vous careſſe:: 
On vous captive, on vous gioe, 
Mais on craint de vous bleſſer: 
Des efforts qu'on vous fait faire, 
Sur vous Phonneur rejaillit, 
Et le frein qui vous modere, 
Jamais ne vous avilit. 


Alvare, une autre t'exage,.. 

Et m'eloigne de ton cœur. 

Dis- moi par quel avantage 
Elle a-vaincu ta froideur ? 


, TP. 
On: penſe qu'elle eſt fincere,. 
On s'en rapporte a ſa foi; 
Elle plait ;.je ne puis plaire,. 
Le ſoupgon eſt. fait pour moi. 
Ea cruelle defiance: 
Empoiſonne le bien fait. 


On me craint en ma preſence z 


En mon abſence on me hat. 


Mes tourmens: je les ſuppoſez. 


Je gemis; mais fans raiſon, 
Si je parle, j'en impoſe ;. 

Je me tais, c'eſt trahiſon, 

| Amour; tu fis Pimpoſtaze,. 

Je paſſe pour IVimpoſteur z. 
Ah! pour venger notre injure, 
Diſſipe enſin ſon erreur. 

Fais que l'ingrat me connoiſſe, 
Et, quel qu'en ſoit. le ſujet; 
Qu il dẽteſte une foibleſſe, 
Dont je ne ſuis pas objet. 


6 

Ma rivale eſt triomphante, 

Elle ordonne de mon ſort, 

Et je me vois dans Fattente 

De Vexil ou de la mort: 

Ne briſez pas votre chaine, 
Mouvemens d'un cœur jaloux z 
Vous evcillerez. la haines* 
Je me contrains : taiſſez-youss 

+ Premoh Devel. 

The ſound. of her voice—the fong 
the peculiar turn of it, cauſed a pertur- 
bation in me which I cannot expreſs. 
* Fantaſtic being l dangerous impoſtor !”* 
cried I, as 1 rapidly went from the 
place where I had already ſtaid too 
long, © how can deceit thus put on the 


ſemblance of truth and nature 2” 


It is fortunate. for mel did Aver 
diſcover this key-hole, for I could not 
have 
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have reſiſted the temptation of coming 


to a ſpot which might have proved fatal 
to my peace, and contributed ſtill mare 
to my perplexities. 


1 vill leave this place—l will go to 
my houſe to-morrow—I will fiy to- 
night. I inſtantly called for one of 
my ſervants, and ordered him, without 
delay, to put a few; neceſſary things; for 
the night into a gondola, as I meant to 

paſs it in my new habitation. 

It would have been dangerous remain= 5 
ing where I was; I therefore left it, and 
walked at random into the ſtreet till my 
orders were obeyed, where, I thought. I 
ſaw Bernadillo and Soberano 0 who had " 

accompanied me in the walk to Partici) 
enter 
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toms,” exclaimed I. *I am _—_ by 


(94) 
enter à coffee-houſe. More phan- 


them. ** 
| 100 { 4 

1 got into my gondola, and went all 
over Venice, from one canal to another, 
and though it was eleven oclock before 


1 got back to the inn, I ſtill perſevered 


in my intention. Bue my gondoliers be- 
ing tired, they refuſed to conduct me, 


and I was obliged to ſend for others, and 
my ſervants having prepared my things, 
preceded me into the . Bion- 
detta followed. | 


- — 


1 win WE ſet my foot into the 

veſſel, when I heard a violent ſcream, 
and turning about, ſaw Biondetta was 
ſtabbed by a maſk, who ſaid, * You 


( 9g ) 
have robb'd me of my lover, die! die 
odious rival!“ zh 
| 4 
This vile act was perpetrated ſo ſud- 
.denly, that the gondolier who remained 
on the bank could not prevent it, though 
he tried to do ſa, by running lighted 
flambeauxin his face. But another maſk 
came up, and with a thundering voice, 
which ſtruck me as Bernadilla's, put him 
back, ' Diſtracted at this event, I jumped. 
on ſhore ; but the murderers had diſ- 
appeared, and by the light of the flam- 
beaux, I ſaw Biondetta bathed in blood; 


and eFpiring. 


My horror was beyond deſcriptions; 
every other idea was effaced, and I only 
ſaw an adored woman who had fallen a 
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victim to my ridiculous ſcruples, and, 
through my means, had been thus ex- 
poſed to the moſt cruel! outrage. 1 
called eagerly for afliſtance and re. 
venge.; and a ſurgeon, who had been 
drawn there by the report of the acci- 
dent, helped me to carry, her to my 
apartment, for I could not truſt her to 
any other care than my OWN. 


Att 


When . n was undreſſed, and I. faw 
th beautiful body disfigured by two 
ſuch | ghaſtly. wounds, each of which 
ſeemed .to endanger .her life. I aid 
and did a thouſand extravagant tMtngs. 
- Biondetta was ſo deprived of her ſenſes, 
as not to be capable of hearing; not- 
withſtanding which, the inn-keeper, the 
ſurgeon, and two phyſicians, who had 


"#1 2 
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been called in, thinking it improper 1 
ſhould be there, got me out of the 
room. 


My ſervants were left to attend me; 
and one of them having unguardedly 
informed me that the faculty pro- 
nounced the wounds to be mortal, I 
uttered piercing ſhrieks. Fatigued at 
length by ſuch violent exertions, I ſunk 
into a- ſort of ſtupor, which ended in 
lleep. x. | | | 


I dreamt J was relating to my mother 
my adventures; and, the better to ex- 
plain them, I led her towards the ruins 
of Portici. * Do not let us go there, 
my ſon,” faid ſhe, as we paſſed through - 


2 narrow paſſage, you are in imminent 
WM | F danger.” 


18 
danger.“ A hand (which I a to be 
Biondetta's) ſuddenly puſhed me; and 1 
fell upon the edge of a precipice. Ano. 
ther hand as ſuddenly drew me back, 
and I found myſelf in my mother” s arms 
panting with fear. Pear and re- 
vered mother,” cried 1.9 you do not 
abandon me even in my dreams. Bi- | 
ondetta, your 'plan i is to ruin me; but 
dreams are but the effects of a dif- 
turbed imagination. Avaunt all ideas 
which will make me deficient in gra- 
titude and humanity.” 


I immediately ſent a ſervant to en- 
quire how ſhe was, he told me that the 
two ſurgeons who had ſat up with her, 
being apprehenſive of à fever; had 
bleeded her copiouſſy. The next day, 


N 
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upon taking off the dreſſings, they pro- 
nounced the wounds to be no further 
alarming, than from their depth; but 
bad conſequences were to be dreaded 
from the fever which was coming on, 
and bleeding was again neceſſary. I was 
ſo urgent in my intreaties to be per- 
mitted to have leave to enter her apart- 
ment, that they —_ no longer re- 
fuſe me. 4 land geg 1007 

ire enn 


1 found Biondetta delirious, and in- 


ceſſantly repeating my name; and look - 


ing at her, I thought I never ſaw her ſo 
exquiſitely handſome, * Is this,” ſaid 


I, © what I took for a phantom, com- 


poſed of airy particles, brilliant only to 
deceive and miſlead me? She exiſts 


like myſelf, and loſes her life by my, v * 


= N 
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* Fa luntarily 
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luntarily expoſing it doubting her— 
I am a monſter—a ſavage. Dear and 
amiable object, ſhould I loſe you, whoſe 
kindneſs I have ſo ungraciouſly re- 
turned, I am determined not to ſurvive 
you. I will die, after having facrificed 
that vile Olympia upon your tomb. 
If you are reſtored to me, I ſhall be 
your's, and will gratefully ackriowledge 
your goodneſs, and reward your pati- 
ence and- virtues, I will unite myſelf 
to you by indiff6luble bonds, and ſhall 
conſider ĩt as my duty to promote your 
happineſs, and implicitly to ſubmir 
my ſentiments and inclinations to 


you N 
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I will not attempt 1 deſe ribe the 


aum efforts of an and nature to re- 
ſtore 
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ſtore a life, which appeared to be fink- 
ing under thoſe very endeavours which 
were uſed to recover it. 


One and twenty days paſſed. during 
thb cruel conflict of hope and fear; at 
length the fever abated, and the invalid 
gave ſome ſigns of returning ſenſe. 1 
called her my dear Biondetta; the 
preſſed my band, and from that in- 
ſtant ſhe became ſenſible of every 
ching that paſſed around her. 


I ſtood at the feet of the bed; her eyes 
were fixed upon me, mine were ſuffuſed 
with tears. I cannot paint the graces of 
her countenance when ſhe looked upon 
me, nor the expreſſion. of that ſmile, 
Shen ſhe ſaid, 0 Dear Biondetta, 1 am by 


the dear Biondetta of Alvare.“ She 
would have ſaid more, but again they 
forced me from her ſight; but I de- 
termined not to quit the room, ſo placed 
myſelf where ſhe could not ſee me, 
till I was again permitted to converſe 
with her. Then I informed Biondetta, I 
was trying to diſcover thoſe barbarous 
ruffians who attempted to aſſaſſinate her. 
« Ah, ſpare them ! ſpare them! they 
have been the cauſe of my happineſs. If 
I die, I die for you, if I live, it will 
be to love you,” | 


0 


\ 


1 ſhall abridge the deſcription of the 
many tender ſcenes which paſſed, till 
the time when the phyſicians informed 
me, I might ſafely remove Biondetta 
to 97 7 houſe = the banks of the 

Brente, 


66. 
Brente, as the air of that place, they 
thought, might be conducive to the re- 


eſtabliſhment of her health. We there- 
fore fixed ourſelves there. I had ap- 


pointed two women to attend upon her, 
from the time her ſex vas aſcertained 1 
and which, from the neceſſity of dreſſing 
her wounds, Was become evident. I 

provided her with every thing which I 
thought would accelerate her recovery, 
and amuſe her mind, which was my 
ſole occupation; and my endeavours 
ſucceeded ſo effectually, that each hour 
appeared to bring returning health and 
increaſing beauty. 


I now entered into intereſting con- 
verſations, without apprehending any 
bad conſequences from doing ſo. Oh! 

F4 Biondetta, 


( 104 ) 

Biondetta, I love, I adore you—per.. 
ſuaded that you are not that fantaſtic be- 

ing that I once thought you, and con- 
vinced that your paſſion for me is un- 
abated, by that repulſive conduct with 
which J have hitherto treated you. You 
beſt can tell if thoſe ſuſpicions were 
well founded. Unfold to me the myſ- 
tery of that ſtrange apparition, ſo fright. 
ſul to behold, which appeared to me in 
the vaults of Portici; from whence did 
it come? What became of that horrid 
monſter, and that little dog, who pre- 
ceded your arrival? | Why, wherefore 
did you ſucceed then to attach yourſelf 
tome? Who were they? What are 
you? Conclude theſe wonders by reaſ- 
ſuring a heart tbat is entirely your's, 
. and 


(105 ) 
and would devote itſelf to you for ever 
but for theſe doubts,” 


e Alvare, the necromancers, aſtoniſh- 
ed at your audacity, would gladly have 
made a ſport of humiliating you, and 
ſought by. terror to have reduced you to 
be a ſlave to their wills. They pre repared 

you before hand a fright, by provoking 
you to invoke the moſt powerfyl, and 
moſt formidable of all the ſpirits; and, 
by the aſſiſtance of . thoſe, whom their 
art had ſubdued, they preſented to you 
an object that would have made you 
dic with terror, had not the greatneſs of 
your ſoul enabled you t to turn their on 
ſtratagems againſt themſelves. The 
Sylphs, the e, and the | 


„ 
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rage © and intrepidity, and determine 
to give you every advantage over your 


enemies. 

« T am, by origin, a Sylph, and the 
moſt conſiderable amongſt them. I ap- 
peared in the form of a little dog, and 
received your orders, and we all ſtrove 
with eagerneſs to obey you. The more 
haughtineſs, the more reſolution, the 
more eaſe and intelligence that you 
aſſumed i in regulating our motions, the 
more we redoubled our admiration and 


aſſiduity. You commanded me to at- 


tend you as a page, to amuſe you as a 
' muſical performer; I ſubmitted with 
Joy; and found ſuch charms in my obe- 
dience, that from that moment 1 reſolved 
to be for ever your's. 

al HSE. « Let 
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Let me, therefore, faid I, det 
cide upon my deſtiny and happineſs; 
abandoned as I am to the uncertainty of 
the ſpheres, where I am without ſen» 
ſations, without enjoyments—ſlave to 
the invocations of the necromancers,— 
the ſport of their fancies—of neceſſity 
bounded in my powers, as well as my 
knowledge. Shall I then any longer 
balance in the choice of the means by 


which I can elevate my being. I am 
permitted to become a ſubſtance, and 


aſſociate myſelf with one eminent for 
his wiſdom. There is the perſon— 
ſhould I ſubmit myſelf to the ſimple 
eſtate ofa woman, and loſe, by this vo-: 
luntary reſignation, the natural rights of 
Sylphs, and the aſſiſtance of my com- 
panions, I ſhall be recompenſed by the 
F 6 hap- 
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happineſs of loving and being loved, I 
ſhall ſerve my vanquiſher, and inſtruct 
him in the ſublimity of his exiſtence, 
the prerogatives of which he is at preſent 
ignorant of. He will ſubjugate thoſe 
elements, the empire of which I have 
quitted, and the ſpirits of all the ſpheres. 
He is formed to be the king of the 
world, and I ſhall be the queen of it— 

and the queen adored ** ane d 


« Theſe Bin which were in- 
credibly ſudden, in a being unincum- 
bered with organs; inſtantly determined 
me; and retaining my form, I entered 
into the ſtate of a woman, never to quit 
it more. Scarcely had the change taken 
place, Alvare, when I diſcovered 1 had 
a heart, I admired, J loved you—but 
N | . what 
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your repugnance, and even hatred: But 


there was no retreating, and I could not 
even repent; and having expoſed my- 
ſelf to all the viciſſitudes which attend 
upon you mortals, drawn upon me the 
anger of the ſpirits, the implacable re- 
ſentment of the necromancers, without 
your protection I became the moſt 
wretched creature under heaven. Be- 
camel did I ſay? I ſhall ftill be ſo with- 


"F 


out your love.“ S500} d 
The inexpreſſible graces in her man- 


ner, and the ſweet tone of her voice, 


rendered her extremely intereſting; but 
I did not comprehend what I had heard, 
indeed the whole of my adventure was 


eee All this appears as 


fe 


* a e 
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a dream to me,“ ſaid I, © but what elſe 
is human life? I only dream more ex- 
traordinary than other people !—my eyes 
have witneſſed that ſhe has been upon 
the brink of the grave, and experi- 
encing ſuch pains and weakneſs as re- 
quired all the ſkill of the faculty to re- 
cover her from. Man was formed out 
of the earth, why may not a woman be 
compoſed of dew, vapours, and rays of 
light, the remains of a condenſed rain- 
bow? Where is the abſurdity or im- 
3 of this? &. Huw wari 


5 1 1 


Thc eventio theſe thoughts was, that 

F indulged myſelf in the penchant, 
while I fancied T was conſulting ''my 
reaſon. | I overpowered Biondetta with 


my endearments and innocent careſſes, 
which 
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which ſhe yielded to with a frankneſs 
that enchanted me, and with that mo- 


deſty, which is naturally the reſult of 
having neither reflection nor fear. 


A month paſſed in this delightful and 
intoxicating manner; and Biondetta's 
health being now perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, 
. ſhe accompanied me in my walks, I 
had an habit made for her in the ſtyle 
of an Amazon; and in this dreſs, and a 
hat which was overſhadowed with 
plumes of feathers, ſhe drew attention 
wherever ſhe appeared. 


I was flattered, by perceiving I was an 


object of envy to the happy people, Who 
in the fine weather inhabited the houſes 
on the banks of the river, and even tlie 

| women 
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women ſeemed to have renounced the 
Jealouſy by which they are actuated to- 


- wards a rival beauty, or perhaps were 


awed by-a ſuperiority which was un- 
deniable, or diſarmed by that modeſt 
air, which ſhewed ſhe was unconſcious 
of her advantages, 


Known as I was to be the favoured 


lover of ſo charming a woman, my pride 


and exultation kept pace with my love, 


and I was ſtill more elated when I re- 


flected upon the * of her 


origin. 


X: could not doubt of her being. poſ- 


1 


ſeſſed of every elevated knowledge, and 
1 had every reaſon to ſuppoſe ſne meant 
to make me a ſharer of it; but as yet ſhe 
N HA 
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only entertained me with common ſub- 
jects, and appeared to have loſt ſight of 
that intention. 


Walking one evening upon the ter- 
race in my garden, Biondetta,” ſaid 
I, 4 when your diſtinguiſhed preference 
for me determined you to unite your 
fate with mine, you promiſed to render 
me worthy of it, by initiating me into 
thoſe myſteries unattainable by common 
mortals, without ſuch an aſſiſtant. Do 
I now appear undeſerving of that con- 
fidence; or does love make you forget, 
that to excufe your partiality, you ſhould 
exalt the object of it much above his 
own {| un and e to n ma 
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* Oh! Alvare,” replied ſhe, it is 
ſix months ſince I aſſumed. my preſent 
ſtate, and it ſcarcely appears as if I had 
lov'd a day; —pardon a heart that is 
abſorbed in the ſofteſt, ſweeteſt ſenſa- 
tions, and as yet. has had.no experience. 
I would teach you to love as I. do, and 
you will be, by that ſingle ſentiment, 
much above. your fellows but I find 
human nature ſoars beyond thoſe enjoy- 
meats, and the reſtleſs ſpirit of man will 
not permit him to enjoy the preſent 
happineſs,” unleſs he has a proſpe& of a 
future one til] greater: Yes, 1 will in- 
ſtruct you, Alvare—1 would with plea- 
ſure forget my own intereſt ; but it is 
now ſo blended with your's, that I muſt 
be a ſharer in your ſplendor ; but it does 
not ſuffice that I devote myſelf to you, 

| aha 
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you muſt alſo be mine without reſerve 
and for ever.” 1 


We were ſeated upon a green bank, 
overhung with honeyſuckles, and jeſſa- 
mines; when, throwing myſelf at hen 
feet, Dear Biondetta, ſaid I, . 
vow to thee eternal fidelity.” 


1 £114 
e No,“ cried ſhe, «you do not know - 
me—indeed you do not know me—you 
muſt unreſervedly reſign yourſelf to me 
that alone can gain my ern 
and ſatisfy me.“ | 


I kiſſed her hand with tranſport, and 
repeated my oaths of attachment to her; 
to which ſhe again oppoſed her doubts 
and fears, and, in the eagerneſs of con- 

verſation, 
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verſation, ſhe leaned her head againſt 
mine, and our lips met. At this inſtant 
I felt myſelf ſeized by the flap of my 
coat, and ſhaken with great violence. 
Turning about, 1 ſaw it was my dog, a 
young Dane which had been given me, 
nnd that 1 had accuſtomed to play with 
my handkerchief. As it had been loſt 
the night before, I had ordered him to 
be ſecured; but he had broke from his 
confinement, traced. me to this place, 
and pulled me by the coat to ſolicit my 
potice. In vain were my attempts to 
repulſe him; it was impoſſible to drive 
him away, ſo great was his joy upon 
finding me. He ran round me—he 
barked—in ſhort, he ſo overcame me by 
his perſeverance and gambols, that 1 
| caught 
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caught hold of his Irn and 20 _ 
into the houſe. 2880 
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I was going back to Biondetta, when 
a ſervant followed me, faying, « ſypper 
was ſerved.” | We went in and ſeated 
ourſelves at the table, where .I expected 
the would have appeared a little em- 
barraffed, after what had paſſed, but 


fortunately we found a young nobleman 
who was come to viſit us. 


1 0 - +. 
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The next day I went to her apartment 
to communicate ſome ſerious reflections, 
which had occurred to me during the 
night. She was ſtil 3 in bed. I fat down 
by her. We were, yeſterday,” ſaid I, 
4 my dear Biondetta, near committing a 
folly which I ſhould for ever have re- 


ment be the poiſon of love * 
4. ene 77 4 | 
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pented of. My mother is urgent with 
me to marry, and although I can be 
only your's, I cannot enter into ſo ſolemn 
an engagement without her conſent, and 


looking upon you already as my wife, it 


is my duty to * you.” 


Wes. « Yes, 1 ſuppoſe I: am to 2 you 
too, Alvare; but will not that ſenti- 


; 


, 


rien 9(0G2 259 Ot 7 
« You miſtake,” ſaid J, « it will be 


the ſweetner of it. 


A fine Nenne indeed, which brings 
you, h here, with an. air f ſo frozen, that it 
perrifies me. : Oh? Alvare,, Alvare, I 
happily know no bounds to my affec= 
tions, and have neither father nor mo- 
ther; ; 
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ther; I will love you with my whole 
heart, and without that ſweetner you 
talk of- It is natural you ſhould pay a 
deference to your mother, you oweit her; 
but why ſhould ſhe be acquainted with 
our attachment before our union. But 
your are born with prejudices which 
blind you, and whether you reaſon or 
do not reaſon, they render your condutłt 
as uncertain as whimfical; ſubject to 
real dutes; you impoſe upon yourſelf 

imaginary ones, and even; in purſuit of 
the object you ſeem moſt to deſire, you 
are eternally raiſing objections to pre- 


vent the completion of your wiſhes, and 
become” dependant upon the will i of 
another. And who knows if Donna 
Mercia will think my deſcent intitles 
ie to enter into ihe diſtinguiſhed my 


of 


C 


theirs? | Alyare, Alvare! the Spaniards 


inquietude, and to juſtify my deference 


35 | to 
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of Maravillas. 1 may ſee myſelf deſ- 
Piſed and rejected, and, at the beſt, I 
Thall receive you from your mother, ta- 
cher than from your own free will. 


7 * 


s it a man deſtined to exalted ſci- 


ences that ſpeaks to me, or à child juſt 


come from the mountains of Eſtrema- 
dura? Am 1 to be void of delicacy, 
when I ſee others inſiſt fo much upon 


boaſt of their Jove, but they have ever 


more pride and Rabbornneſ than 
paſſion.” - end view 2 oe 
Dres na thy „ ts rin 
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Feng but I was not prepared for this. 
1 | endeavoured, however, to calm her 
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to my mother, by repreſenting the duty 
ſuch a relationſhip demands, beſides the 
many obligations I owed to her affection: 
but I was not heard. 


« did not become a mortal for no- 
thing, Alvare; I voluntarily gave my- 


ſelf to you, and only ſo will I receive 
you; and Donna Mercia will not Nen 

be ſo mad as to diſapprove. Talk 
not to me—ſince I am to be reſpected, 


and people reſpect themſelves, and all 


the world are to be reſpected. Tam be- 


come more miſerable than when 1 was | 
hated.” - | 


She then fell into a e flood of | 
tears. Fortunately for myſelf, 1 had a+ 
haughty pride in my nature, which” 
faved x me from the weakneſs of row. | 
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ing myſelf at her feet, to have appeaſed 
that unreaſonable anger, and to have 
dried thoſe tears which were ſo N 
to me. | 


ww haftily retired—I went to my cloſet 
I could have wiſhed: myſelf chained. 
there, as I dreaded: the iſſue of thoſe 
trials I ſeemed deſtined to encounter, 1 
flew: to my gondola, called for my gon- 
doliers, and deſired. one of Biondetta's 
- women to inform. her I was gone to Ve- 
nice, as I had juſt received intelligence 
that my. preſence vas neceſſary there, in 
the proceſs I had entered into againſt 
Olympia. 

1 departed a prey to the keeneſt vexa- 
jon * moſt alarming eee 
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more fo with myſelf, I ſaw I muſt pur- 
ſue a deſperate conduct, or an aban-. 
doned one. 

I landed as ſoon as I arrived at Ve- 
nice, and, running wildly about the 
ſtreets, I did not obſerve a ſtorm which 
was approaching, but from which it was 
neceſſary I ſhould ſeek ſome. ſhelter, as 
it threatened to be one of thoſe ſudden 
and violent ſhowers which ſo frequently 
happen in the month of July, and which 
in a moment burſt upon me, the rain 
being accompanied by large hail-ſtones, 


I took refuge in a church, the door of 


which was open; it proved to be that 
belonging to the grand convent of the 
Franciſcans. 


Wt My 
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My firſt reflection was, that it re- 
quired ſome ſuch event as the preſent 
one, to carry me into a church, as, ſince 
I had become an inhabitant of the ſtates 
of Venice, I had not entered into any - 

U place of worſhip. My ſecond was to 
condemn myſelf for my total negle& of 
thoſe duties I ought to have obſerved. 

Fired with theſe painful reflections, and 
impatient to tear myſelf from them, 1 
examined the monuments and pictures 
with which the choir abounded. It was 
a ſort of inquiſitive tour round the nave 
and choir. At laſt I came to a little re- 
tired chapel, which was lighted only by 
a lamp, as every ray of day-light was ex- 
cluded. Something bright at the end 
caught my attention. It was a monu- 
ment. Two angels depoſiting a female 

figure 
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figure in a black marble tomb, two 
others melted in tears leaning on it. 
All the figures were of the fineſt white 
marble, and the beautiful poliſh, relieved 
by the ſtrong contraſt, ſo reflected the 
light of the lamp, as to cauſe that ſoft 
luſtre which firſt attracted my notice. 


On approaching it to take a nearer 
view, I found the figures of the fineſt 
proportion, full of expreſſion, and the 
execution exquiſite. 

I fixed my eyes upon the face of the 
principal figure; but how was I ſtruck ?- 
I thought it was the reſemblance of my 
mother. I was ſeized with a tender and 
lively ſorrow, accompanied by the moſt 
pious reſpect, «Oh! my mother,” 
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cried I, * is it to inform me that my 


want of affection, and the diſorder of 
my life, has brought you to the grave, 
that this cold marble has borrowed your 


beloved likeneſs? Oh! moſt reſpecta- 
ble of women, eſtranged as he is, your 
Alvare has yet preſerved your influence 
on his heart. He ſwears by this ſolemn 
repreſentation, that he had rather die a 
thouſand deaths, than forget the obelli- 
ence which is your due. I am ſtil 
under the dominion' of a tyrannic paf- 
fion. I am unequal toit; you have juſt 
appeared to my eyes; ſpeak, O ſpeak 


to my heart, and if I ougtit to vanquiſh 


it, teach me how to do ſo without ſacri- 


being ay 1 life! nt 
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In pronouncing this earneſt invoca- 
tion, I had proſtrated myſelf with my 
face upon the pavement, and in that 
poſture waited for thoſe inſtructions I was 
perſuaded I ſhou Id receive ſo ſtrong 
was my enthuſiaſm. But I now began 
to reflect which at firſt T was incapable 
of doing), that in all caſes where we 
and in need of extraordinary ſuocours 
w regulate our conduct, if our ſuppli- 
vating with earneſtneſs, does not entitle 
us to have them granted, it at leaſt, by 


dur retiring, puts us in a ſituation to reap 


all the benefit of our own prudence. 
I had therefore a ſtrong claim to the 
interpoſition of mine; and this is what 


G 4 


© EXP -þ 
- £24 
w 


it ſuggeſted to me: give yourſelf this 
duty to fulfil—ſeparate, yourſelf from 
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dered a carriage, and without embarraſſ- 
= ing myſelf with attendance, I took the 
road to Turin, meaning to paſs through 


( 286: 
the object of your paſſion, and wait 


till events inſtru you. 


I aroſe with precipitation. Let me 
then tear myſelf away—let me haſten 
to open my heart to my mother, and 


again put myſelt under her protection.” 


I returned to my accuſtomed inn, or- 


France to Spain, havipg firſt incloſed a 
draft upon my banker for three hundred 
ſequins, in the following letter. 


1 


& To my dear BlexDEr ra. 


J tear myſelf from you, my dear 
« Biondetta, and the cruel ſeparation I 
« feel, would be fatal to me, were it 
c not that the hopes of our meeting 
te again ſoon, ſupports me. I go to my 
mother animated with the impreſſion - 
« you have left upon my mind, I 
« ſhall ſo powerfully plead my cauſe, 
« ag to return with her conſent to that 
« union with you, which will conſti- 
« tute the happineſs of my future life, 
« ſatisfied with having complied with 
« my duty, before I refigned myſelf 
« wholly to love and you; at your feet 
| « I ſhall then devote the reſt of my 

« life, You will then, my Biondetta, 
G 5 e know 
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« know a Spaniard, and when you ſee 
the good effect of his prejudices, you 


« will no longer conſider as pride, that 


« principle which regulates his conduct. 
The ſame motive which induces him 


to pay proper regard to the ties of 
*« honour and of blood, will enſure his 


fidelity to the object of his tenderneſs. 
* Of your love I cannot doubt, after the 


repeated vows of obedience you have 
voluntarily made me; but I ſhall be 
« ſtill more convinced of it, by this 
* ſmall' acquieſcence to my views, 


« which points to our mutual felicity. 
thy The incloſed draft i is meant to defray 
the expences of our houſe; and from: 


„ Spain, I ſhall ſend you what I think 
leaſt Worthy of your acceptance, till 
dae 


(81 
the moſt ardent love brings back for 
« eyer, - 


* Your devoted 


c«c ALVARE.““ 


I was upon my road to Eſtremadura ; 
it was in the moſt beautiful ſeaſon of 

the year, and every thing ſo far ap- 
peared. propitious to the impatience I 
felt to arrive at the end of my journey. 
Already I faw the clocks of Turin, when 
miferable poſt chaiſe, much out of re- 
pair, having paſſed my carriage at à lit- 
tle diſtance; broke down, and I perceived 
a woman in great diſtreſs, trying to diſ- 
engage herſelf from it. My poſtillion 
immediately ſtopped ; ; and flying to offer 
_ affiftance, 1 reteived Biondetra in. 
G 6 my 
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my arms. She could only ſay, © Alvare, 
you have abandoned me—and fell into a 
ſtate of inſenſibility.“ 
I carried her to my own chaiſe, which 
was the only place I could conveniently 


ſet her down in, and it was fortunately 
made for two people. 


I did what I could to recover her; and 
unloofing ſome parts of. her dreſs, 
which ſeemed to impede her breathing 
freely, ſupported her in my arms, and 


we purſued our journey, in a fituation 
which may be cafily imagined. 


We ſtopped at the firſt Inn, , that pro- 
miſed, by its appearance, ſome accom- 
" modation, where ] had Biondetta con- 


veyed 


(661 
veyed to the beſt apartment it afforded, 
and laid upon a bed ; and fitting down by 
her, I procured all the reviving medi- 
eines I could recollect, to recover her 
from her faintings, and at laſt ſhe ſnewed 
ſome ſigns of returning life. 


« Once again you have endangered 
my life, Alvare. You ſhall be ſatisfied.” 


What injuſtice,” ſaid I, “it is ca- 
price which induces you to oppoſe mea- 
ſures which I feel ſo neceſſary on my 
part, and I am aware I ſhall ill per- 
form my duty, and alſo entail upon me 
a remorſe which will interrupt the tran- 
quillity of our future days, unleſs I have 
reſolution to reſiſt your artful wiles, 
from whence I had no ſooner eſcaped, 
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* „ ar dds agg tell me fo, 
Darbarian as ou are, and that it was: 
your will? Am Ii mot made to obey 
you? I would then have followed you. 
But to leave me alone and unprotected, 
to the vengeance of theſe enemies, 


which, for your ſake, I had drawn 


upon myſelf. To ſee myſelf expoſed 


aronts f 


„ 3 


„ Explain e men 
erde e. Son 


3 


And tut deter that from 
Shluleing one of my fex, equally uhac- 


Une 3 knowledge 
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s 
Tnowledged and undefended. The 
worthleſs Bernadillo followed us, as you 
know, to Venice, and fearcely had you 
diſappeared, when, ceaſing to fear you, 
and impotent towards me, ſince I gave 
wyſelfts you ; but able to trouble the 
imaginations of thoſe who ſurrounded 
me, cauſed your houſe to be beſet with 
phantoms of his creation. My women 
frightened, left me, and a report, au- 
thoriſed by letters, prevailed, that an 
imp had ſpirited away a captain of the 
guards of the king of Naples, and had. 
conducted him to Venice. It was af 
firmed that I was that Imp, and circum- 
ſtances contributed to corroborate che 
belief. Every one flew from me in ter- 


rors, and I implored affiftance and com- F 


—_ without finding any But fit 7 
R laſt 
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laſt gold obtained what was refuſed to 


humanity, and I paid dearly for a 
. wretched chaiſe, found guides and poſ- 
tillions, and was following you.“ 


My ſteadineſs was almoſt ſhaken by 
this detail of Biondetta's misfortunes. 


„ How,” faid I, © could I have ima- 
gined events of this nature, who had 
ſeen you the object of admiration, and 
reſpected by all the inhabitants upon the 
banks of the Brente? Could I have ſup- 
poſed that theſe tributes, which you ſeem 
ſo well to deſerve, would have ceaſed with 
my preſence. Oh! Biondetta, enlightened 
as you are, why did not you foreſee that, 
oppoſing my laudable deſigns, you 
would drive me to deſperate meaſures ; ; 


ö | rm | 
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Can you expect a woman to be fo 
conſtantly miſtreſs of herſelf as never to 
be guilty of an inconſiſtency? | I am a 
woman by choice, Alvare, but ſtill I am 
a woman, and ſubject to all the weak- 
neſſes of one. 1 am not made of mar- 
ble, I have choſen among the twelve 
zones, the elementary matter of which 
I am compoſed, it is of a very ſuceptible 
nature, if it was not, you would not 
have ſo much power over me, and 1 
ſhould become inſipid to you z pardon 
me for having run the hazard of taking 
upon me all the imperfections of my ſex, 
in aiming at the poſſeſſion of its . graces, 
But. the folly is paſt recall, and formed 
as I at preſent am, my ſenſations are of 
ſuch unbounded vivacity, that my ima- 


gination is a perfect volcano. In one 
| word, 
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word, my paſſions are of fo violent a na- 
ture as ought to frighten you, if you was 
not che ohjebt which excited them, and 
ir we did not undlerſtand theſe natural 
emotions better than they do at Salaman- 
there they grve them odious names, 
hes talk of overcoming them. What! 
overcome = celeſtial flame, the only 
Trezns by which the ſoul-and body ope- 
rute reciprocally, one upon the other, 
and force them to agree in maintaining 
the meefſity of their union, That would 
be very weak, my dear Alvare, we 
ould regulate theſe movements, and 
fometimes by yielding to them. If we 
vppofe or evade them, they revolt, they 
b efcape at once, and reaſon no longer 
knows where to take her feat of govern« 
— Have 


8 
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Have ſome conſideration for me in 
theſe moments, Alvare; think that 1 
have been what 1 now am, but fix 
months, and am in the enthuſiaſm of 
this new ſcene; that a refuſal that you 


make me, a word which you ſay incon- 
fiderately, is an indignity to love, of- 
fends pride, awakens-anger, diſtruſt, 
and fear. What am 1 ſaying? I ec 
already that my poor head will be 
turned, and that my Alvare will be 
as unhappy as myſelf. . 


* Oh! Biondletta, you are m ever- 
laſting fund of wonder and amazement. 
Bur I think 1 diſcover the workings of 
nature, in the confeſſion of tenderneſs 
you have made me; we ſhall find re- 
fources in our mutual attachment, and 


6140 
what may we not alſo expect from the 
advice and counſel of my worthy mo- 
ther, whoſe bleſſing we ſhall ſoon re- 
ceive. She will cheriſh us and teach us 


to be happy.” 


« Your will muſt be mine, Alvare, 
_ though 1 am better acquainted with my 
own ſex than you, and therefore am not 
ſo ſanguine of the ſucceſs of your plan, 
But I will obey to Py you, and con- 
ſent to go.” 


| Gratified with this compliance, and 
1 to find myſelf upon the road to 
Spain, with the dear object who had ſo 
faſcinated my reaſon and my ſenſes, I 
loſt no time in making preparations to 


paſs the Alps and purſue my journey 
through 


— 
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through France. But it ſeemed as if 
heaven was unpropitious, from the time 
I ceaſed to be alone—frightful ſtorms 
impeded our courſe, rendered the ways 
bad, and ſome parts impracticable. 
My horſes failed me, my carriage, 
which was apparently new and well put 
together, was perpetually wanting to 
be repaired at every poſt, and a wheel, 
a ſpring, a trace, or a ſomething, was for 
ever deranged; yet at laſt, after infinite f 
impediments, we arrived at the narrow 


paſs, the Col de Tende. 


During this fatiguing and unfavoura. 8 
ble journey, and the ſubjects of inqui- 
etude which tormented me, I could 
not help admiring the perſon and ad- 
dreſs of Biondetta, who was no longer 

| that 


1) 

that tender, ſorrowful, or impaſſioned 
character, which I had before ſeen her, 
but rather ſought by the moſt animated 
vivacity to ſoften theſe vexations, and 
perſuaded: me ſne found no inconveni- 
encies from theſe accumulated- di 
aſters. 


This agreeable gaiety was accompa- 
nied by careſſes too ſeducing for me to 
tae; to which, though I yielded, it was 
not without ſome reſerve; and my pride 
defend ing me, ſerved as a guard to the 
violence of my deſires, the tumult of 
which ſhe plainly read in my eyes, and 
uſed her endeavours to augment. I con- 
feſs F was in no ſmall danger; once, in 
particular, had not a wheel ſuddenly 
| broke, T'Enow not what would have 
become 


| 


| 
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become of the point of honops. It how» 
ever made me more cautiaus in the fu 
ture, and after inconceivable diſtreſſes, 
we reached Lyons, when, in oomplai- 
ſance to Biondetta, I determined to reſt 
ſome, days.. Mer sieh bern 1 
Mu oc 52 ein ft n 10 

In the time we were there, ſhe. pointed 
out to my notice the eaſy acceſs and 
agreeable; manners of the French nation. 
« But it is at, Paris, at court, my dear 
Alvare, L would ſee you eſtabliſhed. I can 
ſupply you with every requiſite to make 
what figure you pleaſe there, and appear 
in the, moſt. exalted. line. And as Sal- 
lantry is the, leading feature. of the 
French, if I am not too Vain, I may pre- 
ſume the moſt, diſtinguiſhed. of them 
will pay me homage; with what plea- 
229 i 15 ſure 
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6 
ſure ſhall 1 ſacrifice them all to my Al- 
vare. What a fine ſubject of triumph 
will that be for the _ of a 
e $a 
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I treated this propoſition: as plea- 
ſantry. But ſhe aſſured me ſhe was ſe- 
rious, and it was really her wiſh. 


Let us proceed then with all ex- 
pedition to Eſtremadura, and when we 
come back, you ſhall be preſented to 
the court of Fance, as the wife of Don 
Alvare Maravillas ; it would not be pro- 
per you ſhould be ſeen there as an ad- 
venturer—[T am now u pon the road to 
Eſtremadura, and to every thing that 
will give me pleaſure; and what al 
prevent me?“ 7 
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] expected, and I ſaw her repugnance, 
yet, adhering to my purpoſe, I ſoon 


reached the territories of Spain. But 
untoward obſtacles again combined to 
retard our progreſs. Our mules were 
reſtive=our drivers drunk. Storms 
rolling over our heads, and almoſt 
impaſſable bogs left us even leſs relaxa- 
tion than when travelling through Pied- 
mont and Savoy, Many complaints 
are made of the bad inns of Spain, and 
with much truth; nevertheleſs I eſteem- 
ed myſelf very happy, when the misfor- 
tunes which occurred in the day, did 
not oblige me to paſs part of the night 


in the open fields, or in ſome miſerable 


barn. 


It was in one of theſe forlorn aſy- 


lums, that Biondetta made her moſt 
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dangerous attack upon me, which was 
the laſt trial of my honour and inflexibi- 
lity of character. | 


« What a country are we going into, 
if I may judge by what I have already 


ſeen; have we much further to pro- 


ceed, Alvare ?” 


« You are in Eſtremadura at pre- 
ſent, and within ten leagues of the caſtle 
of Maravillas.” 


„We ſhall certainly never arrive 
there; the heavens ſeem to forbid our ap- 
proach ; ſee what clouds are gathering 


around us.” 


I looked up, and never before ſaw ſo 


menacing a ſky; then remarked to Bi- 
ondetta, 


£ is 


— 3 


ee 
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ondetta, that fortunately the barn we 
were in would ſave us from the ſtorm. 
2 Willi it protect us from the Ight- 
ning alſo?” 


e What matters the lightning to you, 
who have been an inhabitant of the 
air; andi have. ſeen the formation of ſo 
many ſtorms, and are _ in hy: Phy- 
fital cauſes of them?” | Tay 


Pome nan vol) 

le ſhould not fear if I knew them 
leſs. For tht love of you JI have ſub- 
mitted to phyſical cauſes, and I appre- ⁊ 
nend tlierly hecuuſe· I know their power, = || 
andi that they will kill, and am . | ; 
be ob UII | 
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We were at the different ends of 
the barn, upon two bundles of ſtraw, 
waiting the coming up of the ſtorm, 
which threatened us from every quarter, 
and at laſt burſt upon us in a moſt ter- 
rifying manner. The whole atmoſphere 
appeared like liquid fire, agitated by the 
wind, which blew tremendouſly. The 
thunder, which rolled inceſſantly, was 
echoed by the neighbouring mountains. 
The rain and hail poured down in tor- 
rents, and theſe jarring elements ſeemed 
to contend with each other which ſhould 
add moſt to the horror of the ſcene. © : 

. is a5lus); Ie lg o big 
At laſt there eame a flaſh of ligtning, 
which appeared to ſety bur retreat in a 
blaze, and a clap of thunder ſtill more 
formidable than we had heard before. 


5 
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Biondetta, in apparent terror, came 

running with her eyes ſhut, and her 

fingers in her ears, and threw herſelf in- 

to my arms, exclaiming, Ah ! Alvare, 
I am loſt.” | 2 


I tried to comfort and compoſe her 
« Feel my heart, how it beats, ſaid 
ſhe, taking my hand, and placing it 
upon her boſom ; and though ſhe miſ- 
took the place where the beating would 
be moſt ſenſibly felt, yet I could plainly 
feel it was violently agitated, She 
clung about me, and at every flaſh of 


lightning preſſed me more cloſely, when 


ane more dreadful ſtill, made her hide 


herſelf in ſuch a manner, that the danger 


could not reach her, unleſs it firſt proved 
fatal to me. 2 
| H 3 This 
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This effect of fear appeared to me 
nngular, and I began to be alarmed for 
myſelf, not at the conſequences of the 
ſtorm, but of a plot formed by her to 
vanquiſh my reſiſtance, and counteract 
my views. Although I was more tranſ- 
ported than I can expreſs, I aroſe haſ- 
tily,—* Riondetta, you do not know 
what you are about; calm yourſelf, this 
hurricane may not injure either you 
or me.” | 


She might well be ſurpriſed at my | 


ſang froid; yet, under the maſk of fear, 


concealed her thoughts. Happily the 
ſtorm abated, the clouds diſperſed, and 


the reſplendency of the moon baniſhed 


our apprehenſions. 


Biondetta 
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Biondetta remained where ſhe! had 
placed herſelf, and ſeemed ſleeping, 
while I ſat ſilently by her, and gave 
greater and freer ſcope than I had eyes 
done, ſince the commencement of my 
adventure, to my melancholy reflections, 
and the critical circumſtances my paſ- 
ſion had led me into. I painted my 
folly in lively colours ; for although my 
miſtreſs was enchanting, my aim was to 
unite myſelf to her by the moſt ſolemn 


ties. 


The day ſurpriſed me in the midſt of 
theſe diſtreſſing and various thoughts. 
I rouſed myſelf from them, and went 
and looked if the weather would admit 
of our purſuing our journey, but found 
it utterly impoſſible at preſent, from 
H 4 another 
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another cauſe, as the muletteer, who 
drove my calaſh, informed me he had 
already come the diſtance for which 1 
hired him, 


During this embarraſſment, Biondetta 
had arrived and joined me. I was pro- 
voked at this delay, and began to be 
very impatient, and ſuſpicious of a 
roguiſh contrivance, when a man paſſed 
the barn-door driving two mules, of a 
promiſing appearance. I propoſed to 
him to convey us to the caſtle of Ma- 
ravillas; he was acquainted with the 
road, and I immediately agreed to his 
demands. 


I was juſt ſtepping into the carriage, 
when a country woman, accompanied by 
| a little 
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a little boy, croſſed the road, whom I 
thought I recollected. As ſhe approached, 
looking ſteadily at her, I diſcovered it 
was Bertha, an honeſt farmer's wife in 
my village, and ſiſter to my nurſe. I 
called her—ſhe ſtopped, and looking at 
me with vifible conſternation in her 
countenance, 


% What! is it you, Signior Don 
Alvare? why do you come here, to a. 
place where they have ſworn your ruin, 
and which you have already made de- 
folate ?** 


« I, my dear Bertha? what have 1 
done?“ 


Ah! Signior, does not your conſci= 
ence reproach you, for having occaſioned 
H 5 the 
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the death of your worthy mother,, our 


good and valued miſtreſs ?; She is dead! 
alas! ſhe is dead of the grief you have 
cauſed her; ſhe ſunk under the horrid 
intelligence which ſhe received from 


Naples and Venice. Our good lord, 


your brother, is outrageous, and ſays, he 
will ſolicit every where to have you 
apprehended, and will himſelf deliver 


you up to juſtice. ???? 


* 
* 
- "I 


“ Go; Bertha, and ſhould you reach 
Marivillas before 1-do, inform my bro- 
ther he will ſee me there very foon.”? “ 


The calaſh being quite ready, I pre- 
ſented ray hand to Biondetta, and af- 
ſiſted her into it, concealing, as much 
as I could, the anguiſh of my heart, un- 
, R | ; der 
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der the appearance of ſteadineſs, while 
ſhe ſeemed frightened and full of alarm. 


« What! will youdeliver yourſelf up 
to the fury of your brother ? will you, by 
our preſence, ſharpen the reſentment of 
a family ſo much incenſed againſt us, 
and which you have plenty plunged: 
in miſery?” 6]. 21 


cannot fear my brother, madam; 
if he imputes faults to me, of which I 
am not guilty, it is of importance to 


me to undeceive him, and if I have 
committed them, I muſt endeavour all 


I can to excuſe myſelf, and as they have 


not originated in my heart, I have a. 
right to hope for his compaſſion and. 
indulgence, If I have brought my mo- 

H 6 ther 
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ther to her grave by the irregularity of 
my lite, Fam bound to make all the 
attonement I can, for a conduct which 
is difgraceful to my character, and ſo- 
openly to bewail her loſs, that all Spain 
may witneſs the truth and ſincerity of 
my regret, and, in ſome degree, efface 
from her unnatural ſon the ſtain that 
he has caſt upon himſelf.“ 


„ Ah! Alvare, you are following a 
path which will lead you to your ruin, 
and mine vill ſurely follow. Theſe let- 
ters which have been written from all 
parts, theſe reports, which have been ſo 
induſtriouſly propagated, are but a con- 
tinuance of thoſe perſecutions we ex- 


perienced at Venice. That traitor, Ber- 


nadillo, whoſe malice and inveteracy 
| hs 
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pou” ire bee, Reſatichy ai" 68; 
poſſeſſes your brother, and will make 
him en nmr | | 


« What have I to apprehend from 
Bernadillo, or from all the incendiaries 
upon earth? I am, Madam, the only 
formidable enemy ro myſelf ; my brother 
will never be prevailed upon to be un- 
Juſt, by giving way to a blind vengeance: 
or commit an action unworthy of a man 
of ability and honor; in ſhort, of a gen- 


tleman.“ | 


She ſtill perſiſted on the danger I was 
running into, but I was become inflexi- 
ble. Senfible I was the author of my 
own misfortunes, I was determined to 

expoſe myſelf to any puniſhment, ſince 


| 
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the ſevereſt which could be inflicted, 


vVould be leſs painful than being a prey 
to the remorſe and agony which went to 


my ſoul. 

- *Twas in this; diſpoſition of mind, 
that I advanced towards the place of 
my birth, which, by my miſconduct, was 
become a houſe of mourning. The 
mules, though ſtrong, proceeded too 
ſlowly for my impatience. © Drive on, 


drive on, muleteer, faſter ſtill !!—he 


whipped them, and mended their pace, 


Already I ſaw, though at ſome diſ- 
tance, the towers of the caſtle; and to 


animate'the dull animals ſtill more, I 
pricked them with the point of my 


{word ; upon which they began to plunge, 
2:19 and 
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and grew unmanageable; and preſently 
taking the bit in their teeth, they ſet off 
with great rapidity: it was ſoon no 


longer running, but flying; the driver 
was thrown off into a ſlough, the reins 
fell dawn, and I in vain; attempted to 
reach them; I called out repeatedly for 
aſſiſtance; but no one had courage to ſtop 
the furious animals, but were afraid, and 


got out of the way. We- paſſed quick as 
lightning through the village of Mara- 


villas, and I found myſelf fix leagues on 


the other ſide of it, without meeting 


with any obſtacle of force enough to 


impede. the aſtoniſhing velocity with 


which the carriage moved. 1 was a 
thouſand times tempted to throw my- 
ſelf out ; but the ſwiftneſs of the motion 
made it impracticable. | 

bell At 
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At Tength being tired and provoked 
at the ineffectual efforts of every kind 1 
had made, or could think of, I fat down, 
and looking at Biondetta, obſerved ſhe 
appeared with greater tranquillity than 
could have imagined in ſuch circum- 
ſtances, eſpecially as I had ſeen her 
much more ſuſceptible of fear on veſs 
alarming occaſions. A ray of light broke 
in upon me. © Events are to inſtruct 
me,” cried I I am poſſeſsd. Then, 
ſeizing upon a button of her habit, I pro- 
nounced with great ſternneſs.— “ Thou 
evil ſpirit, if thou art here to eſtrange me 
from my duty, and entice me to the pre- 
Eipice, from whence I have raſhly and 
daringly brought thee—return, and re- 
main there everlaſtingly !” 


I had 
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1 had ſcarcely pronounced theſe 
words, when ſhe vaniſhed, and the 
mules, which were of the ſame nature as 
herſelf, diſappeared alſo, 


There was a moſt extraordinary mo- 
tion in the calaſh, which threw me from 
the ſeat, and it was with difficulty I could 
fave myſelf from falling out; when raif- 
ing my eyes to heaven, I perceived a 
black cloud aſcending” in the air, the 
ſummit of which had the appearance of 
an enormous camel's head; but the vio- 
lence of the wind, which blew almoſt a 
hurricane at this inſtant, ſoon bore this vis 
ſion from my ſight ; then looking around, 
I obſerved that the loſs of the mules 
had occaſioned the ſhock which I had 


felt in the carriage, as the ſhafts reſted _ 


upon 


1 


upon the ground, and I was left in the 
midſt of a ſolitary plain, where no traces 
of human foot-ſteps were ſeen. 


My firſt impulſe was to proſtrate my- 
- ſelf in grateful thanks to the Almighty, 
for my deliverance from the imminent 
danger to which I was ſenſible I had ex- 
poſed myſelf, and from which I had ſo 
providentially eſcaped. At length I 
diſcovered, at ſome diſtance, a ſmall cot- 
tage, the inhabitants of which furniſhed 
me with a mule to conyey me to Mara. 
villas, though I did not dare to riſque 
any enquiries of what had paſſed there, 


or to make myſelf known. 


{.,Abſorbed in grief, and overcome with 


xemorſe, more keen and poignant than I 
| 46 iff | had 
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had ever experienced, J arrived: at the 
caſtle, hardly daring to raiſe my eyes, 
or fix them on any object. I heard a 
voice“ It is Alvare! it is my ſoh P'— 
I lifted up my eyes, and beheld my 


112 


It is not in the power of language 
to expreſs the triumph of joy, tender- 
nels; ſurpriſe and agitation, which ani- 
mated my feelings. I ran—lI flew into 
thoſe arms which were extended to re. 
ceive me. I embraced her with rapture, 
—[ knelt to her—I ſhed a, deluge of 
tears, © Ah! my mother, my mother, 
I am not then your murderer; and ean 
you, will you acknowledge as your ſon, 
the:wretch who has, cauſed you ſo mueh 
ſorrow, him whoſe temerity— Ahl 
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my mother, you do embrace your ſon? 


alas! a little more and he had become 
2 monſter, odious to heaven and to 
earth.“ 


The agony, the violence of my man- 
ner, and the change it occaſioned in my 
voice and features, alarmed her. She 
raiſed me ſhe preſſed me affectionately 
to her boſom and tried to encourage 
me. Imade an effort to ſpea k, without 
articulating a word I ſeized her hands, 
and kiffed and * upon them with 
out * wt” eint 


21 
% 


Donna Mercia contemplated me with 
amazement, and concluded, from my 
extreme agitation, ſomething very extra- 
ordinary muſt have befallen me, and 


— was 
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was not without apprehenſions of a de- 


rangement of my intellects. Anxiety, 
tenderneſs and ' curiofity, were all 
ſtrongly marked upon her counte- 
nance; yet ſhe was not unmindful of the 
refreſhments neceſſary for a fatigued and 


weary traveller, come, ſhe thought a long 


and difficult journey. The attendants 
vied with each other in ſerving me. I 
taſted what they ſer before me, out of 
compliance; but I could do no more; 
for my eyes eagerly ſought for my bro- 
ther, as I was alarmed at his not ap- 
pearing. Where, Madam, is the 
amiable, the worthy Don Juan?“ * He 


will be rejoiced to find you, as he has 


written to requeſt you to come here; but 
as his letter, dated from Madrid, was 
diſpatched but two or three days ſinee 
Hl | * we 
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we did not think it poſſible: you could 
have arrived ſo ſoon. . The purport of 
his letter was to inform you, that you are 


promoted to the command of the regi- 
ment of which he was Colonel, as the 
king has appointed him to a viceroyalty 
Aw . 

„ Thanks be to heaven,” exclaimed I. 
* there is no reality in the horrible 
dream which I have had.” My inother 
urged me to explain myſelf. What 
dream 4s that you ſpeak of, Alvare? 
Of the moſt long and moſt dangerous 
one that can he imagined. “ And then, 
overcdming all ride and ſhame; I re- 
lated to her every;ciroutnſtaneathat had 


happened to me from thè time entered 
themgault of Pottici, til the happy mob 


Aw 4 ment 


E 
ment in which I was reſtored to her ma- 
ternal arms. 


22 ne. er cd 
f ble woman liſtened 


to me with unexampled patience and 
goodneſs, and ſeeing there was no need 
of exaggerating the perils to which I 
had expoſed myſelf, or recalling to my 
mind thoſe duties and engagements I 
had ſo wilfully neglected, and that I was 
fenſible of the whole extent. of my fault ; 
ſaid to me, * I-perceive, Alvare, that. 
you are poſſeſſed with the opinion, that 
all the circumſtances which have be- 
fallen you are natural events; but: I ke; 
clearly. that you have been encompaſſed 


by lies and illufions, from the inſtant. 
you ſought to be ſo, as you may judge 
by the report of iny death, your brother's 


anger, 


| | 
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anger, and the fancied ' appearance of 
Bertha, whom you thought you held diſ- 
courſe with, tho* ſhe has been confined 
by illneſs this long time. I never 
thought of ſending you two hundred ſe- 
quins more than your allowance, as by 
ſuch a gift, I ſhould have dreaded being 
acceſſary in ſupporting your irregulari- 
ties, or even in leading you into them. 
The honeſt Peidmonteſe groom has been 
dead theſe eight months. But they 
availed themſelves of my name, the better 
to conceal the ſnares they laid in your 
way; and not only encouraged your pro- 
penſities, but ſought to give you vices 
you had not. Every road to lead you 
aſtray was made ſmooth and enticing, 
whilſt every obſtacle was oppoſed, and 
_ every vay made intricate to prevent 

| your 
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your returning into that right path, 
from whence you had deviated. In a 
word, every thing was ſupernatural, ex- 
cept ſome little incidents that were fa- 
vourable to you, and the reſources you 


found in your own fortitude. But I 
muſt remark to you, that you yourſelf 


was the author of your adventure, and 
the principal accomplice in the decep- 
tions to which you had ſo nearly fallen a 
victim. You dared the evil ſpirit, he 
preſented himſelf in the ſhape of an hi- 
deous beaſt—you thought proper to give 
him a pleaſing form, with all the allure- 
ments of wit and graces. He took 
advantage of it to gain an aſcendancy 
over you, and ſeduce you. He was often 
deficient in addreſs, but you was obſti- 
nately blind to his miſtakes, and there- 

I by 
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y Hy fornihed þ "fs ty opportunities of 5 
repairing them. In ſhort, my ſon, | the 
exceſs of your folly can only be <qualled 
by the happineſs of being delivered 

from the dreadful* effects of your miſ- 
conduct. But let paſt events be a leſ- 
ſon for you in future, and ſhould your 
cecnemy again endeavour to tempt you 


(and, believe me, it is not his laſt ſtra- 
- tagem) repulſe him reſolutely, and, above 


all things, never ſeek him 1 in vaults.” 
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